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. 0 Providenr 1 * Tine is "the A 

= Spirit of Infidelity, that it is not to nl 

be wonder d at, in an Age of lo 

much Liberty, (Where the Press 


if t the greateſt Abfurdities, and moſt palpable 
for never in 


with the Author and Founder of it, ' "the 


# and the moſt unheard-of Impieties of all kinds 
; practiſed; at the bare naming of which; a good 


4 5 * * 555 * 14 1 20 oa * s 
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is under lite e or no Reſtramt) 


Errours, ſhould be propagated with Impunity : I 
Age or "Ratio was Iniquity # 
more rampant. And when Men have proceede | 
to ſuch lengths in Wiekedneſs, as to have ſet 
up Clubs, diſtinguiſned by the Name of Hell. 
Fire Clubs} in which 1 Chriſtian laue 


Three Perſons in tlie Evet-Bleſk Tini „ 
have been ridiculed, expoſed, and blaſ - heme 


vid- ere would have bluſhd, aud Been 
„ t 


& 4 


Mhawed ; I carin't reckon it juſt Matter of Aſto- 


"I niſhment, that ſo impious an Author as the 
Inde endent Whig, who has long ſince Writ him- 
ſelf both out of his Religion and Senſes, (and 
could 1 give in to the Notion of a Tranfmigra- 
tion of Souls, I ſhould ſuppoſe him actuated by 
the ſame individual wicked Spirit, that formerly 


poſſeſſed either the Carcaſe of the infamous and 


abominable Milton, Toland, or Tindal) ſhoud 
uſher ſuch a Book as this into the World; che 


chief Deſign of which, is, to run down all 
Eccleſiaſticks, but in a more particular manner 


the Primitive Fathers, and Martyrs who died 


in Defence of the Faith once delivered to the 


Saints, and of whom we may juſtly ſay the 
© World. was not wort hy, and through their Sides 
© to wound ev'n Religion it ſelf. 5 


And to begin with our Prefachs. — by 
four is ſuſpe&ed to be a Clergy-man :  Whic 


is not highly unlikely, fince ev 'n ſome few of 


that moſt ſacred Order ate ſubject to more than 
common Frailties; and tis almoſt univerſall) 


believed that one has lately ſo far debaſed his 
Character, (of which he is highly unworthy) 


as to have aſſumed the Guiſe of a Quaker, in 


order to Vilifie and Traduce ſome of the 2 
Worthy and Valuable Men of his own Order. 
. Aud. may ſo vile a Cauſe never mect © Hh. a 

1 « more able Advocate to defend it. 5s 


Ms 1. He tells us, That the Reading 7 FA 


- Fathers. and an Acguaintance with the fas 
bat ny 4 great Oy" in the World, a 
ä 7; nomentous i 


e a * Koa 
9 : 


: . mohentots Study fem People had Leiſure: to read 
them, and fewer wou d take the Pains ; and now, 


of Scripture, than thoſe who lived in primitive 


to be learned from them, that they who | know 
much of them, are only efteemed by Jug as * 
W uy any: 9 thing ne? | 


3p 4 | 


I think, moſt- Men agree, that” the Pains ie not ; i 


_ the taking. 
No One can poſſibly be at a \ loſs to know foe * 


nr reaſon all this Clamour is made, now= 
a- days, againſt the ſtudying the Fathers: For 
no other, we may aſſure our ſelves, than this, 


That as they are the moſt genuine Interpreters 


of Scripture, ſo long as they ſtand in the 


Gap, all the Poiſonous and Heterodox Opinions 


of theſe preſent Times will be Antidoted; and 
the puny Efforts which ſuch wicked Wretches 


are able to make againſt the Chriſtian Religion, 
will be of no avail. But how comes it to paſs, 
(after all) that ſuch Ignoramus's in Religion, 
take upon them to be more competent Judges 


Ages, and near the Fountain-Head ? Such 
Men (as an ingenious Writer (a) obſerves, on 
another Occaſion) © can be very Familiar with 
the Fathers, upon a ſmall and ſlender Acquaint- 


„ ance, and take a liberty of Cavilling, at what 


5 - they do _ in the leaſt underſtand. 


* 


pag. ibid, As to the Fathers, there i 1s k rie 
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ta) 3 upon des Lord Biſhop of Bangor's Te ofthe 
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„ a 

Tr Oe Inſolent and Inſupportable is this, 3 oy 
2. Perſon who, tis only odds, never entred 
urther into the W of the Fathers,” than 


| the Lettering, or Title-Page, and ſcarce knows 


them ſo much as by Name, ſhould take ſuch 
an unwarranted F do with them! Which 


; gives us one Inſtance of a Perſon, who as he is 


unacquainted with the Fathers, 10 it is demon- 
ſtrative, that he is unskilld in every thing elſe 
that is truly Laudable or Praiſe-worthy. Nay; 


be is not ſo happy as to know Himſelf; other- 


wile, it might be reaſonably preſumed to be 
vo hard matter to prevail upon him to keep his 
5 Diftance, and not to Rail at his Ry 
without much better reaſon. 
Fag. i, Nor was Gees ever. oy ching mbre 
fel, and Diſboneſt, than to refer ur, for the 


knowledge of ebe Scriptures, to the Fathers,” who 


were. ſo. very ignorant of them, that they almoſt 
5 & in every _ but '7he | 
wag = 


Nor was ever 55 aig more Inſolent ot 
Diſboneft, than for one who (as has been already 
obſerved ) knows pine; at all of the Fathers, 


and has all along inade it his buſineſs to attack 


Revealed Religion, and to run into the wild 


Principles of SDeilm, or Scepticiſm, to take 
upon him to judge in a Caſe, in which I may 
 tately pronounce him ( without. the leaſt 


reach of good Manners) an entire ſtranger. 
Did the Fathers underſtand the Scriptures in 


A 7 ſence but the true one? I am really 
os „ "a 


"7 k a we * . 


y 


— 


almoſt fo much provoked at his Ffrouny, 


2 7 LY —_ 2 * — 1 . 11 
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 fhey took all imaginable Pains to cultivate 
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to ask him what Metal his Forehead is n 


counted the propereſt Method of diſcovering the 


W 


ritings and Practice of the Primitive Fathers 
in thoſe early Ages of Chriſtianity, who had, 


tend to, at this diſtance. For, notwithſtanding 
the ungrateful and diſhoneſt Practices made by 


ſome Men upon the Characters of the Fathers, 0 
they muſt be allowed not to have been behind-= 


hand in the common Advantages of Men 3 for 
their Writings ſpeak them to have been as Great 
by Nature and Education, of as much Solidity, 
Brightneſs, and in every human way as well 


1 Defenders of the Faith, as any 


Reaſoners, ev'n of the greateſt ſize, in theſe de- 
 Clining Ages of Chriſtianity : For they did not 
only ſet, out with as great a Genius, with as 


good. 2 ſtock. of Nature, or Art, but they had 
very much the advantage of us in other reſpects: 


for we nowrar days find it no ſmall hindrance 
in our ſtudy of Divinity, to learn but the 

Language, Idioms, Rites and Cuſtoms of tha 
Apoſtolick Age, in order to underſtand the more 
obſcure Paſſages of the Golyel ;, all which Ad, 
. valtages they were, in a great meaſuxe, bonn 


was a fort of Inheritance to them. Beſides, 


Na 


E:- | 


5 


Jos. 
1 of } | 
It has, by the generality of Mankind, been ac- 


nuine Sence | of Scripture, to refer to the 


doubtleſs, much better Opportunities of knows 
ing the Will of their Maſter, and the Practices 
and Opinions of the Apoſtles, than we can pre- 
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| Natural Advantages, by | making the 8 Scriptures 
the Center of their Studies. But farther ; (a) 
their cuſtom was, in any emergent Diſpute a- 

bout the Reading or Sence of the Sacred Text, 
to have recourſe to the Books of thoſe Countries 


from whence they receiv'd their Faith and 
Bibles together, and there to collate their Copies 


with the Aut hentica Litera, (b) as Tertullian 
ſpeaks; that is, with the Originals themſelves, 


depoſited by the Apoſtles in the Churches which 
they founded ; and withal, to make enquiry 
into the conſtant Tenour of the Doctrine, and 
Inſtructions left there by the 
ounder. And theſe were ſuch conſiderable 


Helps to Chriſtian Knowledge, as no modern 
Interpreters can pretend to lay claim to, and 
: 3 ought in Reaſon and Juſtice to give the 


Vriters of the Primitive Ages the very next 


Place to the Apoſtles. Of which Opinion was 
the Great Caſſander (c), a Perſon of ſingular 
"= e "2145. De e eee : n we Fig a 


*. * 
_ TY il. 


ns ana 
- 7 ad _— * 2 


, (a) Auguſtin. adverſ. Fauſtin. Lib. 1 1. c. 2. Tom. vi. Oper. p. 248. 


edit; Frohen. Ita fi de Fide Exemplarium Quæſtio Verteretur, fi in. 
nonnul lis quæ & paucæ ſunt, & ſacrarum Literarum ſtudioſis No- 


rtiſfimz Sententiarum varietates, vel ex aliarum Regionum Codi- 


ibus; unde 'ipſa Doctrina commeavit, noſtra Dubirario dijudica- 


- . 8 
* o 


kur. „ PEST. f „ I's 4 Tr "IIS RE 1 725 77 
O Tertullian, Prafeript. adverſ, Heretic, cap. 35. Age jam qui 


voles curiofitarem melius exercere in negotio ſalutis tuæ, percurre 
Ecclefias Apoſtolicas, apud quis ipſz adhuc Cathedrz Apoſtolorum 
ſujs locis præſidentur, apud quas ipſæ authenticæ literæ eorum re- 
citantur, ſonantes vocem, & repreſentances faciem unius cujuſque. 


(e) Caſſanar. Deſenſ. lib. de Offic. Pii Viri, &c. Quia eorum quæ 


libris prodita ſunt, ſenſus & intelligentia primis illis Diſcipulis & 
Apoſtolorum auditoribus, manifeſtiſſima ſunt, & notiſſima; ut 


E 
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we, 
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4 by 
Learning, Piety, and Moderation, who was fot 
making the Church in Conſtantine's Time the 
Standard of the Reformation. 2 
A Learned Writer of the Romſh Communion 
ſpeaks of the Interpretations of the Fathers, as 
follows: (a) © Their Diſcourſes upon Scripture - 
( ſays he) are plain, without any appearance 
„ of Art, without the Exactneſs of Method, 
«* without the Subtilties of Ratiocination, that 
* attended later Ages: And *tis true, theſe 
“ holy Biſhops did not ſet up for Oratory, and 
“ Haranguing; they aim'd at no more, than 
* Inſtructing their People in a plain and familiar 
Way, as Parents ſpeak to their Children, or 
« Mafters to their Scholars: Their buſineſs 
* was, to handle Scripture, as might prove 
„ moſt to the Edification of their Hearers ; 
< ſo that they did not pretend to examine every 
« Word or Phraſe with a Critical Exactneſs, or 
< to launch out into. curious Enquiries; they 
« expounded Scripture according to the Tradi- 
tion of the Fathers that went before them, 
< and ſo as they may tend moſt to the Con- 
* firmation of the Faith, and the Reformation 
* of Manners, They endeavoured to work 
“ upon the Affections, not ſo much by the 
< Vehemence of Figures, and the Force of De- 
* clamations, as by the Weight and Importance 
of the Truths they deliver'd, by the Autho- 
< rity of theit Office, by the Sanity of their 


An 


- | > HER , 


(a) Flenry's Primitive Chriſtianity; pag. 194, 1933 196. : 


R » *Rin 
„ 


SUES: : 


a, 


Lives, and the Exemplarineſs of their, Good 
Works. Nay, evin Monſ. Daille (a) him- 
ſelf allows ſome Authority to the Fathers of 

the Three Firſt Centuries: The Writings 

* (ſays he) of the Fourth and Fifth Centuries | 
are, I own, more in number, and happier 
in this reſpect, that fewer of them were loſt 
than in the Three Firſt Ages; but they don't 
& carry along with them an equal Authority, 
& eſpecially among Proteſtants, who think that 
„ Chriſtianity in every Age after that, loſt 
* ſomewhat of its Primitive Purity. ”. But 
farther, : We cann't reaſonably ſuppoſe the 
Primitive Fathers, in thoſe Times of Perſecution, 
when there were no other Motives to engage 
them to profeſs Chriſtianity, than the Preſerva- 
tion of a good Conſcience, to have corrupted 
the Divine Oracles. For when 2 Perſon, in 
thoſe Ages, gave up his Name to Chriſtianity, 
he liſted himſelf a Martyr, and bid adieu, not 
only to the Pleaſures, but alſo the Hopes of 
Life: for ſuch an height of Goodneſs poſſeſſed 
thoſe generous Spirits, that every Martyr. at 
that time could keep one eye ſteadily fixed on 
his Duty, and look Death and Danger out of 
Countenance with the other: Nor did they 
ever flinch from their Duty for fear of Martyr- 
dom, when the moſt engaging Motive to Duty, 
was, the Deſire of it. Now, who can ſuppoſe 
that ſuch good Men as theſe, ſhould have any- 


(a) Daillæi de Vero Uſu Patr. lib. 1. cap. I; pag. 7. Edit. 
Seneve 46569. | | 
n FTF ways 


0 11 ) 


ways corrupted, or put falſe Interpretations 


upon the Word of God. He muſt be a pro- 
fligate Wretch, indeed, who dare but harbour 


ken a Thought; and his Forehead, over and 
above that, ſteel' d with Impudence and Aſſu- 
rance, who dare affirm any ſuch thing: and 


yet it has been the Artifice of ſome, and our 
wicked Prefacer for one, to blacken and vilify 
theſe holy Men, by repreſenting them as ridi- 
culous Commentators upon Holy Writ, and as per- 
fectly unqualified for the — it. Which 
argues theſe poor Wretches who take ſo much 


liberty, to be no better than meer Novices in 


Chriſtian Antiquity. And tis not to be doubted 


but the Excellent Compoſitions, the Moral Wri- 


tings and Comments upon Scripture, by this 
Noble Army of Martyrs, and Confeſſors, mall 
ever live; whilſt vie malicious, ſca 


and abominable 'Writings | of the Independent | 


Whis, Toland, Tindal, and all others of tlie 
ſame. abominable Stamp, ſhall be! configned to 
the Flames, or the moſt ignoble Uſes; and lie 


buried in Duſt and Cobwebs, Nay, it is moſt | 


certain, notwithſtanding what this profound 
Writer has advanced to the contrary, that the 


moſt rational Method of underſtanding Scripture, 


is, to conſult the General Sence of W 
Writers of the moſt: Primitive Ages. 117.4 4045 


Pag. ib. — has ſeen Solomoit's Temple * 
Fs Dey by John Bunyan, nay find a Spevimen 4 
of the Sagacity and Ability of the Fathers in 
RANG Scripture ©; ID whoever- reads il. 

| Ii” 


i! N Pilgrim's Progreſs, needs only ſuppoſe himſelf read. 
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ing one of the Brighteſt of the Fathers in Engliſh. | 


* This Paſſage wou'd have been very ſhocking, 


Had it come from any other hand : but where 


5 it ſtands, it may be ſafely left with the Reader 


without any farther Comment. 


| 1 Pag. 4. They contradicted the ff Principles 
of the Goſpel ; by turning Meekneſs, Humility, 
and Self-demal, into Pride, Riches, and Domi- 


nation. 


Who, I define to know, were the . Perſons 


that did ſo > If he means the Fathers of the 


+ Ninth and Tenth Centuries, I will not gain- 
i fay him; but if thoſe of the Four Firſt Centu- 
ries, I will affirm it to be as palpable a Falſhood 
as ever came from the Pen or Mouth of the moſt _ 
abandoned Scribler, ; and ſo obvious, That no 
one who is in the leaſt converſant in Eccleſia- 


ſtical Story, but muſt quickly find it out. Now, 


to pals over the Apoſtolick Age, which, I hope, 
he will not take upon him to charge with ſuch 
enormous Crimes; in the following Ages the 

Chriſtians were eminent for Modeſty and Mo- 


deration in all their Actions; they then ſought 


| ; after no other Greatneſs, but that Greatneſs and 
Nobleneſs of Spirit, which was ſo peculiar to 


thoſe Firſt Ages ; they coveted no other Riches 


but their Spiritual Treaſure, the Riches of the 
Mind: They did not approye of the profuſe 
{ Extravagance which had been introduced with 
B the prodigious Wealth of the Roman Empire, as, 

| their vaſt Expences upon Stately Buildings, and 
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Coſtly 
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Coſtly Furniture: With the like Modeſty they 
avoided all Gaudy Habits, and Coſtly Ornaments, 


(u 


as (a) Rings ſet with Precious- Stones, Jewels, G. 
In ſhort, every thing that might tend to excite 
Senſual Deſires, or gratify Voluptuous Inclina- 
tions, was avoided by them, - Nay, in the Fourth 
and Fifth Centuries, in the midſt of that high 
Eſteem which the Clergy then had, it was re- 
quired of them, in ſome Places, to obſerve the 


| Rule of Poverty: In Africa, eſpecially, (H 


(how Eminent ſoever they might be in other 

reſpects) they were enjoined to Labour with 
their Hands, to Till the Ground, or follow 
ſome other honeſt Employment, whereby they 
might (without any prejudice to their Function) 
get enough for their own Subſiſtence, which was 
no more. than a bare Competency for Food and 
Raiment : And in thoſe Places where their was 


a Fund for their Support and Maintenance, 


they were bound to ſhew themſelves Examples 
of. Chriſtian Frugality and Moderation. The 
ſame African Canòns (c) give it as a Direction 
to Biſhops, That they ſhould content themſelves 
with a Moderate Table, and Ordinary Furni- 
ture. Which Rule St. Auguſtine obſerved : For 


. ͤ ß 2 ln. Poor, r 4 
* 7 } ? & |  % 4 | 


(a) Clement. Alexandrin. Padagoge ij. $12. ; 

(b) Concil. tv. Cart has: Can. 52. An. 398. Concil. Labbæi, & 
coſſartij, Tom. II. pag. 1204. Clericus Victum. & Veſtamentum 
ſibi Artificiolo, vel Agriculturà, abſque Officii ſui detrimento 
I d og o 

(e) Cnci l. iv. Carthagin. Can, 15, Ut Epilcopys vilem ſupel- 
lectilem, ac victum pauperem habear, * Labbej Concil. Tom, II. 
Pag. 1201; . 78" e 
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_— 3 Paſidius 


„ 
Poffidius (a) (the Writer of his Life) obſerves 
this.Particular of: him; That beſides Pulſe and 
Herbs, his common Food, he wou'd ſometimes, 
when he had Strangers to entertain, have ſome 
_ Fleſh-Meat and Wine brought to his Table. 
In the EA,, (b) St. Baſil eat only Bread, with 
2 little Salt, and drank nothing but Water, 
and. never had but one Coat at à time, and 
lay with his Bed upon the hard Ground. Gre- 
- gory Nazianzen lived much after the ſame man- 
ner. And the Enemies of St, Chryſo/fom ground - 
ed one part of their Charge againſt him, That 
he Eat by himſelf, and lived a Reſerved life: 
And (c) he Himſelf cenſures any Biſhop who is 
ſo extravagant as to wear Silks, ride on Horſe- 
back, and take upon him ſo much Pomp as to 
be attended with a large Retinue of Servants ; 
and tho he has a convenient Habitation, yet 
cannot forbear Building. Which was almoſt 
the ſame Accuſation as that againſt Paulus Sa- 
moſatenus the Age before, (d) of living 
Voluptuouſly, Eating to eftceſs, being Richly 
* Habited, and of being Attended (as he paſſed 
E about the City) with a numerous Retinue, 


4 1 ; | | * q a, 2? 4 
ne# Ku 1 4 + S.£ FI 1 a ” * of „ 7 w 


4 ö . 
_—— __ — * 2 


(a) Pifſidins in Vit. Aguſtin. Menſa Uſus eſt Frugali ac Parcà, 
quæ quidem inter Olera & Legumina, etiam Carnes aliquando 
propter Hoſpites, vel quoſque Infirmiores, continebat. 
/ vpÄ.!. ]³˙ mA ²ĩ˙0idowsws ß 3 
ee 9. in Epiſt. ad-Philippenſ. cap. 2. Tom. VI. pag. 90. 
it. Pariſ. 8 EE EAN 
(a) Concil. Antioch. 2. An. 270. Concil. Labbei & Caſſartii, 
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bes, 
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e more reſembling the Pomp of a Magiſtrate, 
| „ than the Plainneſs of a Biſhop; * and yet 
| he was Biſhop of Antioch the Capital of the 


Eaft, and the Third City of the World. Nay, 
the People were fo accuſtomed, in thoſe Times, 


deſpiſing of Riches, that Malicious and Indiſereet 
People from thence took occaſion to paſs hard 
Cenſures upon ſuch as were not ſo Reſerved. 


: St. Chryſoſtom (a) complains of the too hard 
p Meaſure the Biſhops met with on this account 
» There are ſome ( faith he) that think much 
A % Biſhop ſnhou'd go into a Bath; that he 
3 „ ſhould Eat or Drink as other Men do ; 
e- * that he ſhould have a Servant to wait on him, 
to « or a Mule to ride on.” Nay, Ammianus 
I. Marcellinus, who was a Heathen, and ſtrangely 
jet, devoted to the Superſtitions of the Pagan Re- 
oſt ligion, and. upon whoſe Authority our Prefacer's 
i Author builds very much, on that very account, 
ng ſpeaking of the Provincial Biſhops at the latter 
aly end of the Fourth Century, fays, (5) © That 
led there were at that time in the Provinces, - 
* * Biſhops, who by the Frugality of their Ta- 
= - * bles, the Poverty of their Habits, and Mo- 


1 deſty of their Looks, render'd themſelves 
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(a) Homil. ir. in Ep. ad Philip. cap. 2. pag. 89. Tom. VT, 
Ear. Fariſ, .:,__... 9 VVV Ag 
. -(b) Amminian. Marcellin. lib. 27. cap. 3. pag. 374 Lugdun. 
Batav. 1693. Quos tenuiras edendi, potandique pareiſſime, vi- 

liras etiam indumentorum, & ſupercilia humum ſpectantia, per- 
petuo numini, veriſque ejus culcoribus, ut puros commendant, & 


verecundos. 
148110 «+ Amiable 


to ſee their Biſhops Humble and Modeſt, and 


Fs 


3 


Pari. p. 68, 69. 


* Amiable both in the fight of God; and Man. 
The Rules laid down by the Church, for the 
Regulation of her Clergy, in thoſe Primitive 
Ages, were in their own Nature ſo Excellent, 
ſo ſtrictly and carefully vbſerved by thoſe who 


Had a Concern for them, that ſome of the chief 


Adverſaries of the Chriſtian Religion cou'd not 
but take Notice of them, and with a ſort of 
Emulation bear Teſtimony to them. And as 


it has been obſerved, that Ammianus Marcellinus 
gave Teſtimony to the good Lives of the Clergy 


of his Time; ſo we find, that amongſt the Works 
of Julian the Apoſtate, there is a famous Epiſtle 
to Ar ſacius High -Prieſt of Galatia, which is re- 


corded by Sozomen, (a) wherein he takes occa- 
ion to inform him, That it was very apparent, 
that the cauſes of the great encreaſe of Chri- 


ſtianity, was, the Hoſpitality of its Clergy and 


Others towards Strangers, joined with a pre- 
tended Sanctity and Holineſs of Life ; therefore 

he enjoins him, as High-Prieſt of Galatia, to 
take care that all the Pricfts of his Religion 


ſhould be brought to anſwer the ſame Character; 
to be Diligent and Sober, or elſe to be removed 
from the Office of Prieſthood. Now this is 
remarkable, for its coming from the Mouth of 
an Adverſary, (and ſuch an one, I dare ſay, as 
our Prefacer does not diſlike) and proves, that 
the Clergy of the Chriſtian Church, in thoſe 
Times, were Men that lived by excellent Rules, 
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„ 
Diligene in their Employment, Grave and Sober 
in their Deportment, Charitable to the Indigent 
and-Needy, and Cautious and Reſerved in their 
whole Gonverſation and Behaviour towards all 
Men: which as it tended mightily to propagate 
the Chriſtian Religion, ſo it was what Julian, 
upon that account, coud not forbear looking 


at with an envious eye, and defire that his Idol 


Prieſts: might gain the ſame Character; to e- 
clipſe, if poſſible, the envied Reputation of the 
Other, and reflect Honour and Luſtre on his 
beloved Heathen Religion. Now this Character 
coming from the Pens of two profeſſed Heathens, 


may well be reckoned an Authentick Relation, 


and: Juſt Account of thoſe holy Men; ſo ample 


a Character and Commendation of whom, nothi 


but Truth could have extorted from the greateſt 
Adverſaries of their Religion. But further : 
Origen (a) making a Compariſon betwixt the 


Heathen Prieſts, and the Chriſtian Biſhops and 
Clergy, openly avers it as a thing undeniable, 


That they who preſided over the Chriſtian 
Churches, had in reality that eminency of 


Worth and Vertue above others, which the 


Magiſtrates of Cities had only in Name and 
Shews: And this he ſpeaks in one of his Books 


againſt Celſus ; where he had fooliſhly expoſed 
himſelf to the Heathens, had not the thing 
been e % Gs Moſt of the By 'of 
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e tens celſum, lib. * pag. ak 66g, Edix. Froben. Baſil. 
Sie autem & jantiſtitem Eccleſiæ quempiam, cum e aliquo 
yelun 1 & civitatis principe. = 
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the Three Firſt 4 ſtand upon Record, b 
ſingular Examples of Vertue ad K pepe that 
the Emperor. Alexander Severus (a) propoſes the 
Chriſtian Method of Chuſing the Clergy, as an 
Example: of the Care which ought to be taken, 
of. tlie Manner of enquiring into the Mahners 
and Qualifications of all Perſons to be admitted 
into Publick Emnploy ments: (b) They choſe 
therefore to put into the Sacred Functions, thoſe 
Chriſtians whoſe' Sanctity Was more eminent] 
remarkable) ahd whoſe Vertue — the moſt 
approved; of which Aurelius, Celerinus, and 
Amit are e Ser by: Saint 
tan l | | $43 | 
ee e woud: ke: i of the. Jovi 
Characters of the Clergy in general, in oſe 
Primitive Ages, muſt conſult the ancient 
logiſte, where he will find it interwoven with 
the Character of Chriſtians in general ;"whidſe 
Innocence, and Patience, ard Charity, and unf 
verſal Goodneſs, was owing, partly to the Inſti- 
tutions, and partly to the provoking Examples 
of their Guides and Leaders, who lived as tliey 
ſpoke; and abways trod the Path themſelves in 
the firſt place, which they were deſirous of 
len EN in: . was u er chat 
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N bad quique Seniores, honorem iſtum non pretio, ſed teſtimonio, 
adepti, neque enim pretio ulla res Dei conſtat. Pag. 40. Cum 


probi, cum boni coeunt, cum pii, ee e 
eſt facto dicenda, ſed. curia. The : 
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fot the Chriſtian, Clergy ſo much above the 


Gentile P hiloſopher s. For. tho“ the laſt Diſ- 
courſed and Wrote excellently well ahaut Vertue 
in the. Theory, yet they contradicted all they 
faid in the Practice. Their Diſcourſes, as Ni- 
mucins. (a) obſerves, were only eloquent Ha- 

rangues againſt their own Vices 3 Whereas the 
Chriſtian Philoſophers expreſſed their Profeſſion, 


not in their Words, or Habit, but in the real 


C5 


Vertueg of the Soul ;:they did not Talk Great, 
ut, Live Well, and ſo attained to that 1 
which the Philoſophers [pretended alveaps to be 
oftering at, but never: cou d arrive to. Gregory 


= 


| Nazianzen (4) triumphs over. che Pagan Philoſo- 


hers upon this Head, as likewiſe does: Tertul- 
gy (c), St. Qprian, and many Qthers 3 wWhoſe 
Arguments had been eaſily retorped, had not 
the Cbriſtian Clergy, been... generally: Men of 
a better Character am the Heathen Philoſo- 
phers, and entirely ſree from the Imputations 


Which they caſt upon their Adverſaries, From 


leſs qur Prefacers wicked Aſſertion is, That 


the Fathers. contradifled. the fin Principles: of © 
the Goſpel, by turning. Meekneſs : and. Hane 
into Pride, Riches, and Domin atio. 
cis Sto «©. goil DR bse 
Earth guer Diſfæred 
Succef- 
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(e) Ter tul, Apolag. c. 46. | Cyprian; de Bono Patientie; pag. 210. 
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l, ors;) nor - proceeded to greater Fury or Bitter 
4 in their Diſferences; they were conſtantly, 
almoſt, 9 about the Smalleſt, as well as 
Greate Points; and they Damned one another, 
for the Smalleſt, as well as for the Greateſt, It is 
70 be hoped, we are not to learn our Religion, 
from thoſe who wanted Charity; nor our Charity, 
e Meehneſs, from Hen that were perpetually 
Quarrelling, or-Curſing each other. 
If, by Fathers, he means Thoſe of the Firſf 
Ages of Chriſtianity; this is no more than a 
ſcandalous Invective, and as monſtrous a Falſhood, 
as ever the Author of the Independent Whig, 
by the wicked Suggeſtions of the Father of 
Lyes, did err invent. The Learned Dr. Cave, 
ſpeaking of the Unity of the Chriſtians in the 
Firſt Ages, (and, 1 preſume, he had no deſign 
of excepting the Fathers out of this Account) 
ſays as follows: (2) „ That ſuch was the Tem- 
4 per, and ſuch the Carriage of thoſe Pious 
“ Chriſtians, evi towards their Enemies, that 
„ jt contained nothing leſs than Kindneſs and 
HBeneficence. Within Themſelves, thiey con- 
tinued the moſt admirable Peace and Harmony, 
'< Soul. They lived in' the ſtricteſt Amity, 
< 3nd abhorred all Diviſions, as a Plague and 
Firebrand. But becauſe Mens Underſtandings 
N are not all of a ſize, nor all Truths alike 
„ plain and evident, Differences in Mens Judg- 
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ments and Oplnions muſt needs ariſe. No 
« Schiſm ever aroſe in the Church, about any 
4 of the more conſiderable Principles of Reli- 


gion, but it was preſently bewail d, with uni- 


* verſal Reſentment of all pious and good Men, 
4 and the Breach endeavoured to be made up; 
< no Ways left unattempted ; no Methods of 


N Fercvalon omitted, that might contribute 


„eto it.” And in another place, (a) ſpeaking 
of their Piety, he ſays, * That whoever looks 
<* into thoſe Times, will find a Piety active and 
« zealous, ſhining through the blackeſt clouds 
„of Malice and Eruelee ; afflicted Innocence 


«triumphant, notwithſtanding all the Powerful 


or Politick Attempts of Men, or Devils; a 


= „ Patience unconquerable, under the biggeſt 


«: Perſecutions; a Charity truly catholick and 


unlimited; 4 Simplicity and Upright Carriage 

*in all their Actions ; a Sobriety and Temper- 

s ance remarkable, to: the Aditiration of their 

Enemies. In ſhort, he will ſee the divine and 
F holy Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, drawn 


1 — 5 into Action ; and the mo excellent 
* Genius and Spirit of the Goſpel, breathing 
“ in the Hts: and Lives of "theſe good ol 
ns. (5) Juſtin Martyr, ſpeaking o 
the pious Diſpeſition of the Chriſtians in the 
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Character of the Chriſtians of thoſe Times, thah 
dur wicked'Prefater (4) He ſays of them, in 
general, That they * 8 al the 
«© Advantages of this Life, and account them 
Common ; \fookiſhly taking up their Priner- 
« ples in theſe things, without accurate ſearch 
« into them: inaſmuch that if any ſubtle or 
<. crafty" Fellow, that knows how: to improve 
* His Advantage, was to come amongſt then, 
«he wou'd grow Rich in a little time, by mas 
« king a Prey of that Simple and Credulous 
74 People. And he tells us, That t 
4 were ſo far perſwaded of Immortality, t 

% they ev'n courted Death from their Perle 
«-cutors. n or 
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Peg. 35 „ 4 Water, n gers, Mug: 


gletenians, and F tk. Moneretiy- Nen were not 


more- fark Mad with Ent huſiaſm, than the 
Fathers; nor was Jacob Behmen 4 greater 
7 Reer or vonded more” devout Dreams. © 
The bare Recital of this, is ſufficient (in my 
opinion) to expoſe the Folly and Wickedneſs 
of its vile Author, who, tis only odds, ſpeaks 
here of Seas, whoſe Opinions he is as little 
acquainted with, as thoſe of the Fathers. — 
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Ribaldry, havi already 1. 1 ſpent too». 
much Paper and Ink upon this Villainous Pre- N 


face; and to proceed to the Author of the 
Pamphlet it ſelf : He ſets out, with a due Enco- 


mium upon the Dodtrine and ae, of ne, 3 
1 tells us, | 


> da I. That two fates 07 — in a prcvlier 
manner ought to apply themſelves to the ſtudy 
thereof, tbe Publick ee 14 Nalgian, and 
the Learned. : 

Hitherto we are. agreed, That the Perſons he 
pFticularizes, ought to ſtudy this Doctrine. 
But are not the Laity, and thoſe, that are Un- 
learned, under any obligation to ſtudy. it too? 
I: is as needful for them, in order to their eter- 

nal Salvation, that they a& and live conſiſtently 

with the Rules of Morality, as either the Clergy, 
or the Learned. But to paſs that over: He pro- 
ceeds, to inform us how ignorant the Jews and 
Hleathens were of this Doctrine, and how little 

either of the two put the Precepts thereof in 

practice; and from thence proceeds to ant 
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Pag 1 5- That where the 8 Aae of 
Moratity, 'twas very rarely, and on particular 
Occaſions, and always in a . Immethodical | 

manner. 

But this is only his bare ipſe divit - of the 

Falſhood. of which Aſſertion, I hope the Reader 
wal be fully convinced, from what follows. + 
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Pag. ib. Let us run over. the moſt: Celebrated 


among ft: them, and they. will furmſh us with ma- 
niſeſt Examples of what I have ſaid: Athenago- 


ras:holds the Worſhip of Angels. 
And for this he quotes. his Apology for the 
Chriſitan Religion: But I will take upon me to 


affirm, That there is not one Syllable, either in 


that, or his other Treatiſe of the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, which can poſſibly be tortur d to any 


uch Senſe. For after having ſpoken of the Tri- 


nity: of Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead; 
he ſays, © Nor do we here end our Belief of 
the Godhead ; for we believe there is a great 
% Multitude of Angels, and Miniſtring Spirits, 
„ whom the Divine Architect and Creator of 


the World hath diſtributed into ſeveral 
* Ranks and Orders, and appointed to ſerve a- 


© hout the Elements, the Heaven and the Earth, 
© to regulate the Affairs and Oeconomy of the 
„ World. And in (a) another place, he 
ſays, That God created the Angels, that they 
* might inſpe& Human Affairs, and take care 
of thoſe Things which he had placed in fo 
te exact and harmonious an Order: And not- 
“ withſtanding he preſided over every Thing 


* by his general. Providence; yet, for all this, 


he gave the Angels a Charge concerning ſome 


Farticulars in the Creation. And this is what 
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he mentions of Angels, and is far from proving 


the Worſhipping of them: implying no more 


than this, That there were Guardian-Angels. Of 


which Opinion was (a) Juſtin Martyr, and a great 
many more of the Fathers. There is indeed, a 
Paſſage in Juſtin Martyr, from whence Baronius 
has endeavour'd to prove the Worſhip of Angels; 


and from him, Monſieur Du Pia has quoted Athe- 
nagoras, inſtead of Juſtin. But the Learned Biſhop 
Y Bull, and Mr. Reeves, have retriev'd this Paſ- 
ſage from that miſtaken Senſe, and prov'd it in- 


capable of any ſuch Interpretation, And if we look 


into the Antients for three hundred Years and more, 
it is evident, that there was no ſuch thing as An- 
gel-Worſhip amongſt the Chriſtians of thoſe Ages. 


For Origen, (c) who flourifh'd in the middle of 


0 


— - 


the Third Century, ſpeaks the Senſe of the Chri- 


ſtians of his Time, in Anſwer to Celſus, who ob- 
jected to the Chriſtians the Neglect of thoſe Spirits, 
who, under God, preſided over Affairs here Be- 
low, as à faulty Omiſſion amongſt them; tells 


him, Altho we know that not Devils, (ſuch 


et as you worſhip) but Angels are appointed to 


take care of the Increaſe of the Earth, and the 
Generation of Animals: We ſpeak well of 
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p. 112. Thy I a avlewwor,' x; of Va? + eaver Aresvetar 
AM) 5&5 em 7d, brass waged wie. Origen. Tom. I. 
p. 817. Edit. Froben, Bafil. & alibi. Clement. Alexandr. Strom. 
lib. 3. p. 592. lib. 7. p. 702. Edir. Pariſ. Lactant. de origin. 
Erroris, lib. 2. cap. 14. p. 191, Edit. Oxou, 1 
(b) Detenſio Fidei Nicæn. p. 70, Op. Fol. Apolog, of Juſt. Mart. 


(c) Contra Celſum, lib. 8. 
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(a) Juſtin, Martyr. Apol. pro Chriſtianis Apol. 2. Edit. Thiflbii, 


would have us to do ſo, nor they themſelves, 


_ 
« them, indeed, and proclaim them bleſſed ; but 
* yet we aſcribe not that Honour to them, 
© whick is due to God alone: Becauſe neither God 


2 


Q 


And a few Pages after, There is (ſays he) only 


* One God, whoſe Favour we are to ſeek, (viz.) 
<*. the Supreme God; and the only way to ob- 


< tain his Favour, is, by Prayer, and Vertuous 


Living. If next te the Supreme God, Celſus 
% would have us to court the Good- Will of thoſe 
*.other Powers that are under Him; let him con- 
* {ider, that when the Body moves, the Shadow 
“moves with it; ſo when a Man has obtain d the 
« Favour of God, he conſequently: hath all the 
* Angels and Saints for his Friends. And pre- 
ſently after acknowledges, © That the Angels 


< are. preſent at our Prayers, and pray with, 


„ and for us. Which plainly ſhews, that he 
thought the Concernment which the Holy An- 
gels had in our Devotions, was no proper Argu- 
ment to move us to withdraw any of our Prayers 
from God, and to impart them to theſe bleſſed 
Spirits, And in another place of the fame 
Work (a) he acknowledges, © That the Angels 
% do one while aſcend to the Higheſt Heaven, 
« and then again deſcend to Men, with a Re- 


turn of the Divine Bleſſings. And he pre- 


ſently ſubjoins, by way of Caution, That we 
« are not to worſhip them; adding this Rea- 
ſon, © For all Deprecations and Prayers, Inter- 
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(a) Contra Celſum, lib. 5, 7 
„„ / 


z — 
— — —ę— re 
e * 


A a — 4 a 
—— — — — * 
rr —— — Y 2 * 
ATE — ==: — _ 
— 


1 j 
* 2 N N 

c e — 2 . 

q — n 3 2 n 


r * 
. 


$ i 

7 - 
2 

a f 

* 

2 & 


"Ad Lbs. ts IR 
«4&4 n PIs 
f Ps 


— U— — —— 0 — A RAT 45 
* 0 _ PROS - 1 ol 
* 7 „„ 
- 2 0 a rg 


_ 4 * 5 0 ? = 
„ * * 9 . A 
a a * * — 0 5 \ * 9 N 5 C 4 1 by 
% * 4 . F SI l 8 
SCAN png : * 2 "I 
— — ne a , « 
— more) Mts ns men g — — 0 0 3 64562268 — 
— — 0 — . — — 5 d 1 2 ; 
% ——— — P { . * 4 « 7 F t * 
a * . a £g . 4 — B yer Ie Ac ye Py, TH 
bw r — — — — 22 7 
— p — — — — —— — — _— — I, — 0 Z 
Dn : as. re > WE 2 FF er 
— — - — — — 
- 22 ä — 
: 4644 22 B RE ET EET — — * 
4 


US Rn nes arty 2020 For 7 3 fe 
5 


4 : 4 - 
SN UTI RE e & 


"$7 31 


4 to the Supreme God, by the High-Prieſt 
& and God. Nay, if we look into the (4) 


Clementine Liturgy, ſo called, which is by the 
Learned on all hands confeſſed to be Ancient, 


and to contain the Order of Worſhip -obferved 
in the Eaſtern Churches before the Times of 


Conſtantine; there is not one Prayer to be found, 


from the Beginning to the End of it, made to. 
Saint, or Angel. So that tis plain, that Angel- 


Worſhip was not of an Ancient Date; nor did 


Atbenagoras, as our Anthor both falſely and ig- 
norantly affirms, hold any ſuch thing. 


Pag. ib. St. Clement's'Pedagopue is 4 confuſed 


Heap of Precepts, without Order, without Con- 


nerion, full of Declamations and Myſteries; in 


one word, worthy of him, who writes almoſt con- 


tmually without Order, and without 'Coherence. 

This is only Monſ. Barbeyrac's Opinion, who 
takes an unwarrauted Liberty of treating the Fa- 
thers, and all other Perſons ( who are not to be 
dragg d into his Method of Thinking) juſt as he 
pleaſes: He lays a Load upon ſome of the Fa- 
thers, becauſe they treat but little upon Moral 
Points; and yet here he finds fault with St. Cle- 
ment, for writing much upon that very Subject. 
Du Pin ſays, (b) That St. Clement's Pedagogue 


3 


(a) Apoſtol. Conft. lib. viii. 

(5) Ecclej. Hiſt. 2d Cent. p. 7% . h * 
"ot x 4 5 8 7 Fa . cc is 
or” — 1 2 5 
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ah, 


* 
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„ ing, and a ſingular Talent in Writing, ſo he 


(29) 
& jg a Diſcourſe entirely of Morality : > and that 
c 235 he was endowed with extraordinary Learn- 


* 


“ compoſed ſeveral conſiderable Works which 
< diſcover great Induſtry and Study. And 
this is the Character given of him by Gentian Hev| 


N 


0; (a) © Have you a defign (lays he) to 


correct that abominable Corruption of Man- 
« ners in this preſent Age? There is no Author 
that reproves Vice more ſeverely, that exhorts 
* more powerfully to the Practice of Vertue, 
« and that gives better Rules and Inſtructions 
<.'for leading a Chriſtian Life. You cant have 
too great an Opinion of the Sanity of Saint 
Clement, who being a Prieſt, carried himſelf, 


. and lived after fo holy a manner, that it were 


very much to be wiſhed, that there were 
more in this Age very much like him. And 


St. Jerome (b) informs us, © That all his Works 


* are full of Inſtruction and Eloquence, as well 
* what he wrote upon Scripture, and Divinity, 
e as his Treatiſes upon other Subjects. And 


Pr. Cave (c) ſays, That the Pedagogue contains 


ſeveral Inſtructions in Chriſtian Morality, to one 
lately converted from Gentiliſm. 


Pag. ib. He boaſts himſelf, in another place, 
N Bab 4 deſign of APE Tings; that bh 


(o) de ins Eccleſ. Hiſt. 2d Cent. p. 83. 
(6) Hieron. Catalog. Scriptor. Eccleſ. Tom, 8 p. 379. Edit. Poiſ. 
1609. Feruntur ejus infiguia voſumina plenaque eruditionis & 


eloquentiæ, tam de Scripruris divinis, quam de ſæcularis Litera- 


pure = lofirumento, (e) Hiſt. Literar. p. 1. P. 55» 
zone 
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(39) 
zone but ſuch as were very intelligent, and wil. 
ling to take a great deal of pains, might be able 
to comprehend them. 
- St..Clement, in one of the places referred to, 


fays, (a) © That he has ſometimes interſperſed 
w3& © his Writings with ſuch Paſſages, that the Ho- 


* ly Traditions might not be expoſed to ſuch as 
« «Ea without the Pale of the Church, and not 

yet initiated in the Myſteries of the Chriſtian 
cc Religion: Theſe Books (ſays he) are not like 
e thoſe fine Gardens, in which the Trees and 
6 Plants are ranged in exact Order, to delight 
tc the Eyes of the Beholder; but rather, reſem- 
& ble ſome Thicket, in which Cypreſſes, Linden- 
10 Trees, Apple Trees, Olives, Fig- Trees,. and 0- 
te ther Trees, both fruitful and barren, are 


. 8 * planted together . 
Pag. ib. There are in the Pedagogue divers Pa 


ſages, which, Mr. Du Pin is of opinion, G not 
to be read by every, one. 

And there are in the Pedag gogue para excel- 
lent Things, of which Mr. Du Pin (h) ſpeaks in the 
following manner: Theſe Books (ſays he) are 
«© very profitable for thoſe that ſtudy Morality 5 
“ and if the Caſuiſts of our time had peruſed 
* and conſidered: them well, they had not fal- 


& len into that damnable Remilſneſs, wherein 


c they have — themſelves to be overtaken: 


1 * „ 
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00 Stromat. lib. J. „ 18. 1558 ii. p. got. Edit. Oxon, 1713. 
( Du SEE. Hiſt. of the 2d CPs . 
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r 
< They might alſo be very uſeful to all Chri- 
« ſtjians, and I much wonder that no Perſon 
c has undertaken to tranſlate them, in this Age, 
«.ywherein ſeveral Pious and Learned Men have 
4 employed their Time and Labour, in rendring 
“ jntelligible to all People, the moſt excellent 
« Writings of the Fathers, by tranſlating them 
c into our Language, with a Clearneſs and Ex- 
actneſs of Stile not to be imitated. 1285 
Pag. ib. There are in his Pedagogue divers 
Paradoxes ; for example, he maintains that the 
Chriſtian is the only Rich Man. ne 
But where is the Paradox of this, in the 
Senſe in which he maintains it? He proves, 
in ſeveral reſpects, that the Good Chriſtian is 
the only Perſon that is truly Rich ; that earth- 
ly Treaſures are fading, and tranſitory, and that 
they take to themſelves Wings, and fly away: 
and (a) refers to that paſſage, (in Mat. 6. 
19, 20.) Lay not up for your ſelves Treaſures 
upon Earth, where Moth and Ruſt doth corrupt, 
and where Thieves break through and ſteal ; but 
lay up for your ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, &c. 
He tells us, That neither Jewels, nor Silver, 
„nor Gold, nor Garments, nor the Beauty of 
< the Body, are of any eſteem, in compariſon 
« with Vertue ; and for this he refers to 
that Paſſage, in Proverbs 8. 10, 11. Receive my 
Inſtruction, and not Silver; and Knowledge, ra- 


— "9 


Mt nd 
— 


5 (a) Clement. Alexandr. Fædag. lib. 3. c ap. 6. 1. 27 19785 gu. 
on. . 4 i 


5 ther 


FE; 


nee 4 es ——— = — 


” P y; 7 os 2 2 * — - TT” * 
8 ' 5 > * * 
| v4 : | d Ke Ss. Te INT — a 
2 Ae 5 - 9 ea and RY One — 
1 W - N F 5 I FL 4 a —_ —— : 
. 1 ' l 9 * 6 . \ 
re - 1 1 mm - . N * > - l 0 4 * N 10 K 
r eam — 7 is n a | 
- ö P S 75 0 5 * * g Y N * a 
951 6 , r q . GAIT RR — a; G * 2 
* y * n ” g eg. — — - F 4 * - COW i wake n A 
<4, <4 at 3 "IC" 4 — q , $6 a 8 = N 4 bam — » "WI = — TY — * — 
"7 . 1 a 4 g EE Or Ido 1 r 3 ro e MEN, 4 , . 3 2 = . — A .. eg; — — 
4 5 2 a "ITE 72 r 2 * nern n ” . — : 8 7 — 8 — 2 hey ; 
bo rar r Rr a 2 Ed arr es : 8 „ r a, ot 2 — . — => 5 » ES 2 wo * R 3 1 G DE —— n Es 
| * S 2 — * * 822 — . r — = os ee eres TRE — —e—⅛ l Nl . 8 e e ee eee : 
* ay HE l * * 9 OE: 1 „ e ee = * — . : S 2 r IL» 
* 5 — > 4 — v 2 * N a arg (a. - v =; LY * Ha +... 1.2 — * — 4 . » yo — : — — * 2 
Np" 5 5 2 r ALICE? Deng ; HC — "= — —_— = a — 5 Dr "IT 
a 2 e eg Sr ho , 1 « = —— 2 —— £ . « i Ed OY — n 
— | N i * — — — — , a — Sr — gs ws Rs 0 
— Ne Ol « a — 9 W he ge OS I TIT ELD IP ST” 12 ta —— 2 — Win, 
* = 4 at of %a a 2 * 2 * 1 * — 
wa as: a ae Ne g . a 2 K ng — 
% 52. 5 Ii bona” 7 BT eee 33 44 * a — nt 2 wt 
l — SINN — « 2 2 —.— 1 
E — . en 
* — _ 
* 4 
1 * 
5 — 5 
* A %,. 
7 » „ 
- - - 
4 4 


4 2 
Dee — 


r 
EO CAN oro. 


. (32 855 | 
ther tban choice Gold... For Wiſdom is. better 
then Rubies 5 and all the things that may be de- 


fred, are not to be compared to it. And in 


ch. 11. ver. 13. The Defire of the Righteous, 15 


only. Good, but the eæpectation of the Wicked is 


Wrath. And i in another place, he ſays, (a) It 
* remains, that we call the Pious Chriſtian 


dhe only. Rich and Generous. Man, as one 
„who is rendred Juſt, Prudent, and, Holy, by 


e the Laws of Chriſt: It is not he, who poſ- 


e ſeſſes abundance of worldly Wealth, — 
e deſerves. the Name of a rich Manz but he 


“ who liberally beſtows ſome Part of what. he 
ee has, in Charity upon his poor and indigent 
* Brethren. That the Treaſure which ariſes 
« * from Juſtice, is the. greateſt; Treaſure, which 

is not to be augmented by Flocks, or great 
4 Poſſeſſions, hut by God only. And theſe: are 
« * the Treaſures which a Man cannot be de- 

prived of, the Seat of which is the Mind; 

40 dheſe are the only Riches which can — 
6 a Man to be truly Happy. Agreeable to 
which, is the Opinion of (%) LaFantius, where 
he tells us, That thoſe are not the rich Men, 


ho poſſeſs a great deal of worldly Wealth 


< but thoſe. who uſe what they have, in Works 
« Lol _ ang Penehcence, | So that this 
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(33) 

Place of St. Clement, if duly conſidered wit 
what goes before, and what comes after, is far 
from being a paradox, as this great Advocate 
for Free- Thinking, and Enemy to the Fathers, 
(to Slur the Writings and Character = Saint 
0 would Wu repreſent it. 


Pag. 17. He incautiouſl juſtifies the Idolatry 
of the ' Pagans, where he ſays, That God gave 


then the: Sun, Moon, and Stars,” that they might 


adore them. 

If he will allow St. Clement to be conſiſtent 
with Himſelf, and explain one paſſage ſomewhat 
obſcure; with others that are plain and expreſs 
upon the very fame Subject; I think I may ven- 
ture to fay, that this is almoſt as great a Miſ- 
take, as his affirming Athenagoras to have hol- 
den the'-worſhip'of Angels. For tho St. Clement 
in the Place referred to, ſays, (a) That God per- 
mitted them to go on in the Worſhip of the 
Heavenly Bodies, for fear they ſhould turn 4- 


theifts ; hoping, that by their contemplating thoſe 
glorious Luminaries, they would be engaged to 


confider who was the Creator of them, and by 
that” means be led to the Worſhip of the True 
God; yet in another Place, (where he explains 
the Bifference betwixt the Pagan Idolatry, and 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Religion,) he plainly 
confutes bur Author's Aſſertion, by declaring 
— 0 the Chriſtians are the only Perſons 


«©. 


h Clenent, Mlezandrin, Sti mr 6. 


. Stromat, lib. 6. J. 5. 5. 30, & 760. 
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(34) 

P eotitely free from Iolatry, * weeſhip God, 
in he Manner which he has pteſeribed. 
And elſew here (a) he informs us, That the firſt 
Command in the Decalogue, plainly proves a- 
gainſt the Heathens, that there is but 1 
2 brought his People Iſrael out of n- 
to the Promiſed Land; that by his Divine Op e- 
rations, they might be made ſenſible of His 
Divine Power, and by that means be engaged 
to forbear Idoliz Zi0g thoſe. which were created, 
putting their Truſt in God alone. Which 
will further appear, from à Treatiſe of his, cal- 
led, An Exhortation to the Gentiles 3 a Diſcourſe 
wrote on purpoſe to convert the Pagans from 
their Idolatry, and to perſwade them to em- 
brace the Chriſtian Religion In the beginning 
of which, he pla inly fhews the different Deſigns 
of Jeſus Chrift, and of Orpheus, and the other 
ancient Muſicians, who were the firſt Authors 
of Idolatry, by - telling us, (h That they 
„drew Men into Idolatry, by their 
2 and Harmonious Muſick z and by that nos 

* rendre& them miſerable; Slaves to Idols ; and 
© made them no better than the very Brutes, 
4 and: Stocks and Stones, Which they flies ay 
« ped; Thar: Jeſus Chrift, out of a tender Re- 
« gard, and compaſſionate Concern for Man- 
« kind, at laſt took upon him Human Nature, 
. in order to ſet chem free from the -Slayery 
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(35) 
4 of Damons. * afterwards ſhews the Va- 
nity of the Pagan Religion, by diſcovering the 
infamous Myſteries thereof, which- hs enu- 
merates, and deſcribes in the moſt exact manner: 
N And fhews, in the ſecond place, the Original of 
and by what means Men firſt inven- 
ted their Account of the fabulous Train of Hea- 
then Gods: Some, fays he, contemplating the 
4 Stars, and admiring their Courſes, deified 
them: The Indians admired the Sun; the 
< Phrygians the Moon; and others, collecting 

< with: pleaſure the Fruits of the Earth, — 
%a Deity: of Corn, by the name of Ceres; and 
< others, of the Vine, uchich they called Bae- 
<' chus, .: % &c. And after having ſhewn the Ori- 
ginal of Idolatry, he, in the next place, proves 
the Folly of it, by demonſtrating, that their prin- 
. cipal Gods, Jupiter, Mars, &c. were meer Men, 
and that the wiſeſt af the Heathens have ac- 
knowledged as much. After Which, he is ear- 
neſt in his Exhortations to them, to embrace 
the Chriſtian Religion, in conſideration of the 
ſeveral Advantages with which tis attended ; 
and earneſtiy preſſes them to quit their Idola- 
try, and vicious Courſes, and to _ _ be- 

ures Aw. n do. 1 4 5 
Pa 18. Testullian — ta c Ne” 2 x 
1 Auſterities of the vt co th far, and 
aſſerts, That a Chriſtian cannot in Conſcience * 
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(36). 
here 1 cann't but think that dur Autlior has 
- miſtaken his Meanings; whether through Igno- 
rance, or with Deſign, I will not take upon 
me to determine: For (a) this Father puts 
the ( aſe, whether a Chriſtian may accept of 2 


Dignity or Poſt of Honour under a Heathen 
Ma giſtrate, provided he keeps clear in the point 
of Idolatry, and determines in the Affirmative 3 
inſtancing in the Caſes of Joſeph and Daniel. 
And if he ſeems to condemn 4 Chriſtian's 
acting in the capacity of a Judge, tis for the 


aforeſaid Reaſon ; becauſe, in that Caſe, he ſcarce 


thought it poſlible for him to be free from Idola- 
try. So — tis evident, that it was not the Of. 
Hee, but the Sin (which would neceſſarily attend 
the execution of it, under wc anne 
2 condems. 


Tm) ib He fays, Thot * Goſpel forbids, with 
out Reftriftion, to return Evil for Evil. 


And ſo it moſt certainly does: And Tertullian 


is in the right, and of conſequence Mr. Barbeyrac 
in the wrong, who, whilſt he pretends to de- 
fend the Doctrines of Morality, deſerts thoſe of the 


Chriſtian Religion, and ſets at nought one of the 


poſitive Precepts of our Saviour, Mat. 5. 
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(37) 


and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you, and 


perſecute you. Agreeable to which, is that of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Thef. 5. 15. See that none render 
evi! for evil to any: man ; but ever follow that 
which 1s good, bot among yonr ſelves, and unto 
or-i railing for railing : but contrarywiſe, bleſſing. 
Which Paſſages are. poſitive, and will admit 
of no Reſtriction or Limitation, and are under 
ſtood by the (2) generality of Interpreters, in tlie 
ſame Senſe: which Tertullian puts upon them? 
Jo which Monf. Barbeyrac muſt either condeſcend 
to ſubmit, or he may be deſervedly eſteemd an 
Enemy both to Morality, and the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. Du Pin ſays! of Tertullian : Book of BA. 
tience, where he inculcates this Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine, (5) That it is an excellent Exhorta- 
tion to the Practice of this Virtue; in lich 


Diſcourſe Tertullian ſets forth, with a great 
** deal of Eloquence, all the Motives and Ar- 


“ guments that might perſwade Chriſtians to 


Patience, and diſſwade them from Impatience. 


The Diſcourſe directed to the Confeſfors, 

F whom lie calls Martyrs, (according to the 
ancient way of ſpeaking,) is likewiſe a pow- 
erful Exhortatian to thoſe that were in Priſvn 
#* .on account of the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt 
to encourage them to bear with Patience 


their Chains and Torinerits, and to perſevere 
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this little Book, but what is very 


fi his Deacon Pontiu 


(3) 


within due Bounds, through 
4 AImpatience or Grief: But if (ſays he) I am 
„Batient, I ſhall receive no Diſturba 
«ANY thing; if Lam Eaſy in my Mind, 1 ſhall 
Ide far from any deſire of 1 my ſelf 


95 upon mine Adverſary. For where the Inju- 


ty that is done me is but fmall, there my 


Patience has ſeſs opportunity of exerting 


* ſelf; and where. the Injury is great, there 
$:Patience i mote neceſſary, as d Remedy to 
ſuch an Injury. And there is nothing in 


pathetical, 
and wholly conſiſtent with the Commands of 


| Cinik;/ and the Rules of the N 1 


* * 
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Pag. 19. St. C — ans) Marriri at FR tare 


hin Converſion; but from thut time forward, 


en (before Baptiſm; he preſerued hit Cha Z5 
his Deacon Pontius iy ws: Which — 


id mat the Opinion of thoſe Times, that ir was 2 
kind of Sanctity, to lie Unmarried. - 26 
„This is a manifeſt Falſhood; 3 of which OY 
Author might have been eafily 
heiever: looked into St. Cypris 


But Þ find that he 1s 
r Senondehand Detailur of Scandal, from that 
Writer Mionſ. Le Clerks for it is 'a 
Point — among the Learned, whether 
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„ | St. G- 


d. with Conſtaney to the end. (2) What have 1 
d to do (ſays this Father) with Revenge, which 
„ I.cannt 


nce from 
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convinced, had 
Life, written 
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and moſt of all becoming the Service of the 
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| at all, aſſer cr 


2 (39) 3 

St. Cyprian was ever Married, or hot... Indeed 
Bie Fell (4) is of opinion, from that Paſſage, 
viz. His Wife's Perſwaſions did not ſeduce: hm 
that he Was Married. But it is not agreed A- 
mongſt the Criticks, whether the Words refer 
to Fob, (of whom Pontius had been juſt ſpeak⸗ 
ing) or St. Cyprian. Nay, his Deacon Pontius 
does not take one ſyllable of notice of what is 


here quoted from: him: He tells us, indeed, 


(b) © That in the very beginnings of his Faith; hẽ 
judged it a Matter of the lugheſt Importance, 


„God he profeſſed to worſhip, to ſet the ſtricteſt 
Guard upon the Purity of his Md: Then he 
thought it wou'd be the fitteſt for him to 
< attain the fulleſt Inſtruction in Spiri⸗ 


«tual Truths, when by the Firmneſs and Vi- 


* gour of his holy Purpoſes, he ſhould: fully 


have ſubdued all Carnal  Concupiſcence. * 
Which is far from | proving - that he ever was 
Married ; or if he was, that upon his Conver- 
ſion to Chriſtianity, he put away his Wife ; as 
this Gentleman falſely, and without any grounds 


Pag. 21. He ſays, It is acting contraty to the 
Will of God, to uſe Ornaments, a8 likewiſe: to 


* 


DG = —- 


(a) Oprian. Vita, p. 3. Edit. Oxon. Non-Uxoris ſuadela] conju- 
gatus ergo erat Cyprianus. 
Y) Oprian. Vit. Edit. Oxon. p. 2. Inter Fidei ſua prima rudi- 
menta, nihil aliud credidit Deo dignum, quam fi continentiam 


tueretur. 44,10 
Blacken 


„ 
Bladten the Hair : ce orr Savivur has ſaid; 
Lou cannot make one of Jour Hairs black, or 
white. W 8 
* St. Hpriers Words are as ler 2 (40 « What 
vou only call Adorning, and Setting-off your: 
7 Perſon, is really a Cheat, and Counterfeit 
Practice, and a Violation beſides of God's 
6 Handy-work. What Regard ( ſays he) is 
there paid to the Law of Sincerity and Truth, 
when the Truth of Things is vitiated by 
| 44 Falſe Colours, and Diſguiſed Repreſentations 2 2 
4 N. our Lord and Maſter hath told you, that 
Jon cannot nale one Hair ' white, or black . 
But you will needs confute his Aſſertion, and 
#; prove your ſelves capable of Doing, what He 
has pronounced Impracticable. I wonder you 
are not afraid that the Great Divine Artiſt, 
*'who Made and Faſhion d you, ſhou d refuſe 
< to: acknowledge you at the General Reſur- 
*xection, ande you from the Hope of his 
4 Promiſes, witty the Sarcaſm of a Satyriſt, and 
4 the Cenſure of 2 Judge, in ſome ſuch manner 
ns this which follows: This is none of my 
«WW orkmanſbip, nor my Image; you have quite 
& altered the Countenance which I have made 
fon you's nor Hair, nor Face, nor Features are 
te ſane e you cann't therefore ſee: God with 
i thoſe Eyes which God did not make, but which 
tb Devil bas new coloured + him, indeed, ou 
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PT: (a) Ce: al. Cyprian, de Habitu Vinghnim, p. 99. . Edi. Oxon. Sen | 
'ornari puras, quod putas comi, impugnario eſt iſta divini operis, 
pPrævaricatio vericatis, Cc. | 
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thou didft maſh thy ſelf, paint thine A 


1 n 
VC 
Ned, Fiery Eyes 4 the Serpent; and ſince you 
** Have taken your Dreſs from bim, you may eden 
* take up your Abode with him, and dwell tage- 
* ther in eternal Fire. Are not theſe Apprehen- 


_* fions- fit to be entertain'd by the Servants of 
God? and ought they not to think continually 


on them with Fear and Trembling? Let the 
*. Marry'd' Woman flatter her ſelf (if the thinks 
* fit) with the Excuſe of Pleaſing her Husband, 


and let her take the Conſequence,” if inſtead 


* of deriving / from him her own Apology; ſhe 
be found to involve him in a participation of 
< her Guilt: But” certainly 1 ſhou'd never rank 
de thoſe in the Claſs of Virgins, (and to Virgins 
% my preſent Diſcburſe is principally directed) 


*; who ſhould labour the point of Dreſs, or Orna- 


ee ment, by ſuch Arts as theſe: rather, like In- 
e fe&ed Sheep, Tſhowd-intline to ſeparate them 


from the pure unpolluted Flock of Virgins z left, 
by feeding in the fame Paſture, the) Thou taint 
«rhe reſt, and involve them in a like Fate 'with 


« themſelves, and draw them in for a "ſhare 
« of their own Deſtruction.” And What 1s 


there, in all this, diſagreeable to the Rules of 
' Morality,? It being no more than a Repfehen⸗ 


Hon of the Sin of Painting, frequently reproved 


in Seripture., We find the Prophet Ezekiel re- 


proving the Vices of Aholah and Abolibah, and 


reckoning” this among their Crimes ; ch. 23. 40. 
And furthermore, ye ſent for Men to com from 
far, to wham a Meſſenger was ſent, 'for, whom - 
deckedſt 


TR 1 


( 42) 
ae, thy. ſelf with Ornaments: A Crime un- 
orthy the Defence of any Perſon, oye ſuch # 
4 * 2, the Infidel r. Ge Teal, 
AN Book. ft. Wat & 


1 21. 17 bis Gail if * The. Vidlto 6 

of cs Le highly extols. 1 for letting bis 
Bfot ber kill Bim, 7 defending himſelf;; ©. 
he. Words 17 5 SH Opnan are theſe; (2) 


75 ally, The Patriarchs and Prophets, all 


* 
15 


indeed 17 5 ſtand recorded as e Per- 
ſons, and were E e of, Chriſt, and 
to any. degree . CharaRter, he was 
to bear, were folicitqus... f 52 nothing) more; 
« than Whilſt they approved. their other Vertues, 


d chat this of, Patience; might have its due Com- 


t mendation: Thus Abel, who: was, firſt entred 
« upon the Liſt of Martyrs, and 2 Was firſt 
e honoured. with the Character of 4 righteous 
an, reſiſted not the Artempt of his impious 
&« Brother againſt him, but carried His Character 

% with, him to the Grave, and died (as he 
AUired For Humble, Tatigns, and Web 


40 Perſon. 5 1 127150 „ wy 213023 


© Pag. 24 24. In his e fo 4 Letter of teres 

Pupian 00 of Africa, "he: equals the Biſbops. to 
gh. er 5. an fe Hat it 1s in Hh 
mt Wolence, 1 to 0 Bf G. Men, 


0 de. & Bono Patientie,: hs 214, a ng Pa- | 

eriarchas & Propheras, (9c. nihil magis cuſtodifle; in laude Vir- 
rurum ſuarum. quam _— TREES Hort & N Feuaniyiis | 
tate tenuerunt. ff J 
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: (43) | 
I dont find in any part of that Epiſtle, that 
he ruts a Compariſon betwixt the Apoſtles, and 
Biſhops ; tho They, in their Ordinary Powers; 
were certainly the ſame. He ſtands up for the 
Dignity of the Prieſthood, and tells us, (a) 


That when it was objected to dur Lord, in 


the Goſpel, Anſworeſt thou the Higb-Prieſt ſo 8 
He replied in 3 Elch 2 tier f 
taught us, that the Reverence for the Prieſt 
Character was to be maintained inviolate; ati 
therefore he only vindicated his o-wn Innocence, 
but uttered not one word of Contumely again! 


the High-Prieftz Fan 31> JI 0006" JRun 
evil, "you might #pbraid me with it; but if 


well, why ſmiteſt thou mne? John 18. 23. And 
when much the ſame Queſtion was put to the 
Apoſtle, -4#s- 23. 4. Doeft thou revile God's High. 
Prieft'e' he anſwered without one word of Con- 


tumely agaihſt that very High-Prieſt, ( altho? 


perhaps he might hive exerted Himſelf againſt 


ole who lad crucified: our Lord, and therthy 


loſt their Intereſt in God and Chriſt, and for- 
feited their Temple; and Prieſt hood 3) but in- 
ſtead thereof, he father choſe to acknowledge 
ev'n the Shadow of the Sacerdotal Character 
in the Perſons of Prieſts, who had loſt the 
Subſtance of it; and therefore replied in this 


manner, ver. 5. I wiſt not, Brethren," that he was 


the His b. Prioſt: for it is written, Thou ſhalt not 


ſpech Ini. of the eee 


was 
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(a) Epiſt. 66. Pag. 166. Edit. Oxon: | þ . 5 $* 


| (44 1 
that he does more; is, to prove the Prefuniption 
of Hworentius, in ſetting} himſelf up as, a judge, 
on e Lied and Ocdained... ole! 
4.7 171185 9157 
Pag. 20. 8. prian ſearce treats: any thing, 
bat 5 in the Stile On a Declaimer; and often. 55 
the noſt common things, in ſo figurative and far- 
feteh d a manner, that if we don't keep our ſelves 
en the, Guard, we may: eaſily imagine, that all he 
Jos, is. of the: Laſt Importance. Unleſs he had 
had ſuch a. Turn 43 this,, he would never have 
taken. ſo much. Pleaſure in reading of Tertullian, 
who, writes juſt after the ſame nanner.. 
14; Eraſmus, who, I think, was Finewhat better 
ok in the Writings of this Father, than either 
Moenſ,, Barbeyrac, or Le Clerk, ſticks not. to 
affirm, ( 9 That among all the Eccleſiaſticks, 
«St, Oprian was the only African Writer that 
| 40 attained the Purity of 14 Latin Tongue; his 
4 Stile is very Natural and Eaſy, nothing Ela- 
| & borate: or Affected in it, Which ſavours of 
4 Craft, or Oſtentat ion; but ſuch ever y-where 
« is the Tenour of his Language, that you will 
4 think you hear a truly Chriſtian Biſhop, and 
te one n for e ſpeaking ie au: 
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$34.44 INT SS 
Prefats i in Gies eue cum lim fte 1 bs | 
geri Eloquenri3 r celebres, i inter quos ſung in primis 
ertulfianus & Auguſtinus, tamen vix ulli contigit Romanæ 
dictionis Germana puritas, præterq æterquam Cypriano. ihil in hoc 
reperies, quod ad oſtentationem ingenii videri poſſit aſcitum, 
aut quod ulla pacto vafriciem ſapiat, talis ubique ſermonis ha- 
bitus eſt, ut loqui ſentias vere n a copum, ac Mar- 
brio deflinatum. K ( 
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than 
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Nay, (% St. Jerom compares him to a pur 
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0 45 » 
&, His: Mind; was inflamed with Wird Ny his 
2 ee anſwerable to his Mind ; he ſpake 
« elegantly, and yet Things were more powerful 
eloptas 5 nor did he Tpeak. powerful 
* Things, ſo much. as live them. (a) Lactan- 
tus ſpeaks thns:off him, The: famous St. - 


Prian (ſays he) obtain'd the greateſt Credit) 


from his Profeſſion of Rhetorick, and wrote 
$:abundance of Things which are excellent 2 
their kind; it is hard to diſtinguiſh whether - 

Fi Mas more Eioquent! in Speaking, : more Eaſy: Vin 
< ; Explaining; or more Powerful in Perſwading, E 
Fountain which is ſmooth and ſweet. And 
Dr. Cave fays, That it ſounds not a little to 


G 
8 the Commendation of St. Cyprian's Judgment, 
that he could drink | ſo freely at that Great 


Man's Fountain, (viz. Tertullian s) and ſack 
in none of his odd and ' uncouth Opinions ; 
that he could pick the Flowers, and paſs by 
the uſeleſs and noxious Weeds: As a wiſe' 
Man is ſo far; many times, from being cor- 


Sorupted, that he is more warned, and con- 


i firmed in the Right, by another Man's Errours 


and Miſtakes : The greateſt part of what re- 
1 mains ber his Works, are e and all, of 
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(9 Lat. de Tuſtivid lib. 5. cap. 1. pag. 419. Edit. Oxon. Unus 
igitur præcipuus & clarus ny Cyprianus qui admodum multa 


5 conferipft zſyo genere miranda, G o. 


(b) Ad Paulin. ep. 13. Pag. 40. fom. 1. Edit. Plantin. Antwerp. 
Iaftar. fongis puriſſimi dulcis incedir, & pions: | 8 


© — of St. Cyprian, . r.. 64. 1H 
_— ” thee 


0 ( 46 3 
75 hem ſuch a6 admirably tend to Proncte the 
0 Peace and Order of the Church. os. 
15 een om 182, T brig 7 into 92 
Pag. 22. Logatrend, that 4 truh good 
Man onght not ta bear Am. : 
- La#antivs, 'in:one of the Plaves 7 to 
very much againſt the too common 
Practice! of _revenging | Injuries, (one of the 
Fi 8 Doctrines of Morality, according to bur 
e Wile Author) and ſays, (a) „ That! tis 
© the Duty of a; Chriſtian; not to return Evil 
r Evil, and a prudent part in a wiſe Man, 
to avoid Comentions and Strifes, otherwiſe he 
ay be, brought into the utmoſt Peril of his 


$497 


6 12 be and all Contention is doubtful; 


that he intends by it, is this, that he det 
ſafely do it under an Heathen Emperor, (accor= 
ding to (b) our beſt Criticks upon 23 Place) 
becauſe of the Military Oath; which was form . 
med in the Name of the Heathen Deities, or 


ſtian Gare ne an e A e Dit 


3 x © Py, f 


4 "Apa 1 


- 
= 
— — —— — — Wd 
ITY — W 
F 


* — as 9 
n r 


lorum numinum, aut „ concep tum. 
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zie; becauſe Vidory is not in the Power 


And tho in another Place, he ſays, That a 
Juſt Man ought. not to bear Arms; yet all 


Roman Emperours, with 9 a en 


Nas | Pap ib. He 2 olutel — 2 and | 


(a) a 2 eulen 6. 4180 Edit. e 7 $635. — 
1069 Lactant. de Vero cultu, lib. 6. cap. 20. P. 569. Edit. Oxon. — 
ſtiam viderur detrectaſſe, ob Sacramentum ee nomIne: 


« ea © wt 9”. 


(4) 


Tho' a great many of the Fathers run pret 


much into the Notion of the abſolute Unlawful 


neſs of Uſury; yet I can't think that what 
Lactantius le 4 amount to ſo much: (a). He 
is ſpeaking of a Juſt Man's doing a Benefit to 


a Perſon in Neceſſity : If he has lent any Mo- 
ney, in ſuch a Caſe, (fays he) Let him take . 


Ane Uſe for it, that olks Benefit may be com 


< pleat; that he may help the Borrower s Net - 


« ceſlity, and abſtain from taking ſome part of 
another Man's Right, In this way ef do- 


* ing a Kindneſs, he ought! toube! content: with 


E: his own, that he may make it a real Kind- 
« neſs to —— eme : The ors. * 
never paſs pportunities of being Mer. 
ciful — his Netphboot nor will he pollute 
5 his Hands with : abit kind of Gain; but lie 

% will. ſo act, that without his Neighbour's 
1 Loſe, this kind of Lending, my be WG 
& ed amongſt his Good Works: FHF ROE 2702 
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Pag. ib. He carries e Bounds, th 05 


gation of AED Patience. | 
This he produces, as the Opinion of Puſfen- 


— but that (6) Learned Writer (in the 


Place referred to, where he is treating of Self- 
Defence,) does not blame Lactantius upon this 


Head 3 he mentions him, indeed, | /reprehending 


1 8 7 1 
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1 l 
the Opinion of Tully, in his: Ofner: w f © 
That he is 4 Good Man, mo dots: Good _ 
4 nany 48 be ts able, and never does an Inju- 
Y to any one, but when provoted to it. 
which Lactantius makes this Obſervation, (a) 
That he cannot be a Good Man, who will re- 
*: turn an Injury of any kind:z for this is not a 
25 leſs Sin, than if che Perſon lo ee had been 

che belt Aserellor. RE oft: irh | 

£4 Befragt * 1 ide » 
pw b. He maintains, This ve lought ton, 

ene mn Man of 4 Crime puniſhable with Deaths 

aud treats ſuch an Action as Murder, withour 
in of: 1090 of oft” of dog 
think I ma y dale upen me to affirm, that 
be maintains no auch thing, in che Senſe of our 
Author: His Words — as follow; (b) © (He 
that orders a Malefactor to be extcuted, | pure- 
474% for the Pleaſure of ſeeing him butchet'd; 
thereby pollutes his Conſcienee and is guilty 
« of Murder; we ought not to accuſe any Man 
Sta Capital Crime, out of private. Revenge, 
G (as our beſt (c) Interpreters rendet 1), or 

% falſe Accufatjon againſt him.. Agreeable 
to which, is the 24th Caron of the ad Court: 
e which orders, © That they 
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eee ba boi mid mona off 2 beotT 

Lactant. Ide 5 culy, 115. 6. cap. 18. p. 560. Edit. 4 
Ye Vero cultu, lib. 6. cap. 20. p. 567, 568. Nam qui ho- 
minem quamvis ob merita damnatum, in conſpectu ſuo, pro vo- 
luptate jugulari computar, Conſcientiam ſuam polluin . 
(c) P. 560. Neque Vero quenquam _—_— —_ Capt 

1 on ocus feratur in ptivatam vindictam 74 $4) 
a Pin's Eccleſ. Hiſt. of rhe Fifth Cent. pag. 24. Pres "Abit 
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&/that bring falſe Accuſations againſt their Bre- 


„ thren, for Capital Crimes, ſhall 'be' debarre 
* from Communion till Death, if they don't 
make Satisfaction proportionable to the Great: 


Mi [only or ebe Crime 


4 1 * 


Pag 23; There. art FR. n Principles P Ma 
rality in Athanaſius, and thoſe. not fo fully hand- 
ted 45 they might be. 

The Learned ( ( Photins ſpeaking of 4655. 


Clear, Simple; and Natural, and yet have 
<4 much Strength of Reaſoning and Gravity in 
* them ; he places his Reaſonings in a wonder- 


ful Light, — ſhews a Copiouſnefs of Inven- 


* tion, and Eaſineſs of Thought z he makes uſe 
of Teſtimonies from © Holy Scripture, and 
% draws from thence en Mp, Proofs of 


hat he advances.” And the ſame Author /( 
fays of his Letters, in another Place, That 


they are written with Perſpicuity, Elegance, 
4 and Grandour, and that he has given a Turn 
= both Perſwafive and Agreeable at the fame 


„ time. And (c) Monſ. 2 Pin tells us, That 
4 this was Athanaſins's' great Excellency in' all 


„ his Works, that they appear Simple and Open, 
os « and yet being cloſely conſidered, one may per- 

„ cieve they are compos d with wonderful Ar- 
2 tiffce; he obſerves all along an admirable Fine- 


„ r e a” 
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02 Photii Ht Biblj "my p. 315. Edit. adele 65 Biblioth, 
61 * c) Du Pin's Ece To Hiſt, of che Fourth ceny, p 4. 


G 0 neſs 


nf Muss Works, ſays, “ That his Diſcourſes are 


* 


(50) 
* neſs of Expreſſion, - and always adapts" his 
4 Stile to the Subjects upon which he treats, and 
& the Perſons to whom he ſpeaks : He ſo far in- 
1 ſinuates himſelf into the Mind, by his manner 
4 of expreſſing Things, that one entertains his 
* Reaſons, and feels 1 * n peafnded, . 
be fore he is aware. Land ms . SO op 


3h, oY "Tis the 5 0 . Cabo 
tick Mriter, that the Inftrathi i; f St., Cyril, 
are written in Haſte, and without much, Care. 
But had he acted the Part of a faithful Col- 
lector, he would not have left out the remain- 
ing part of the Opinion of this Roman Catho- 
lick, Writer, upon the Inſtructions of St. Oril. 
(a). © AH Stile — them (ſays he) is ſimple and 
natural ; tis eaſy to perceive they were writ- 
& ten in hl and without much Premeditation; 
tho they don't dive deeply into the Myſteries, 
G yet- 1 75 explain them clearly, and they con- 
« tain much Learning ; one may ſee there, upon 
e eyery Subject, a moſt exact and exquiſite Col 
4 lection 7 Paſſages of Scripture. And (9 
Nicephorus calls 8 1.* a Ferſon of eminent 
< Vertue, and excellent. in his inſtructions of 
4 E the People. 7 ee apts r e vir 


Pag. ib. Sk. Baſil Holds, That 3] that gives 
anther a "mortal e ef eu hy F e 
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; 80 Niceph. Caliſt. Eccleſ. Hift, lib. 9. cap. 46. tom. 1. Op. Pariſ. 
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yet takes away the Life of his Adverſary. 


Baſil, () in another Place, ſays, That it is 


ner e 


F — yn there is one Una the F f 


31 


5 whather he * the Perſon, er did it in 
Selſ Defence. 7 


St. Baſil, tis granted, "ſays, i That he who 
gives another a mortal Wound, whether he 
4 made the firſt Attack, or did it by way of 

Revenge, is a Murderer. » But he could not 
poſſibly mean more than this, by it, That where 
the Perſon attacked, might have ſaved his own 
Life, without taking that of his Adverſary, and 
yet for all that preſumed to kill him, fuch an 
One was guilty of Murder. And ſo Balſamon 
underſtands this Canon: (2) © Lam of opinion, 
( ſays he) That he who kills another in his 


«© own Defence, where without doing it, his 


Life was in imminent Danger, may be ex⸗ 
cuſed from the Sin of Murder: Not he, who 
“ on a gentle Force, which he might have 
<. eſcaped; without the Danger of his Life, and 


Nay, he allows it Lawful to take away the 
Life of a Robber, in Self- Defence. And daint 


C; 1 01 by the Fathers, for a Man to take 
4 away the Life of another, in a Lawful War, 


« e the Imputation of Murder, „ 


Pag. FY In his celebrated Letter to Seine 
in which he lays down Rules for a 


en al Ampbilech 5 6 ) Can. 13. blen 
Ave — Pires, bt cartes nuIy os ToIg fevers dn We- 
2e % Bevereg. Pande@. Canon. tom. it. pas. 6. 
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Te fhowd have the He lad and look 


(52) 
the Behaviour of Monks, which 
to that of Jeſus Chriſt in the 2 „(Mat. 16. 17.) 
For. this Ferber ſays, That the Humility of the 
Salitary, auld appear in all his 8 that 
the Earth, bis Hair diſcompoſed, an 


dong 0 
What dur Saviour has applied to tlie parti- 
cular Occaſion of Faſting, our Author has re- 


folved into à quite. different Caſe. St. Baſil, is 


heart contra 


* 


deſcribing, the Humility, of the Monaſtick, and 


Tays, He ought to diſcover it hoth in his Dreſs and 
Looks: And in the Paſſage referred to, he is 
ſpeaking of Davids Concern, upon Nathan's 
explaining the Parable of the Ewe-Lamb, in 
which he makes David judge for himſelf, and 
in the moſt moving Terms; 18 His Mind was 
* forrowful, his Eyes caſt dewn, and he was 
V negligent in his Dreſs. From whoſe Ex- 
ample, he goes on, propoſing Rules to Mo- 
in another. Place, (4) © That ſuch Cloathis as 
Lare Elegant, or Fine, ought ſtudiouſly to be 
& avoided by ſuch as [eater into the Monaſtick 
State ; and ſuch as conſiſt of leſs-coſtly Ma- 
terials, qught to be worn by them, that there- 


1 


by hey may diſcover the Humble and Lowiy 


« * o 6 * a I | 
+ Diſpoſition of their Minds, and not be thor 
: 1 way * A 4 4 ; 7 . 
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e Sanffi Baſdii Conflite Minaffic." cap. 30. pag, 126; 
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andint their Heads, and ſpend thoſe Days 
with Chearfulneſs, as becometh Saints, Dont 
de Sorrowful (ſays he) more than is becoming; 


* Days : They ought rather to rejoyce, for the 


68K 


. Lovers of kheit -own Perſons, and thereby 
er eſtranged from Brotherly Love and Charity. 


Nay, tis plain, he had no intention to contradict 
the Direction of our Saviour; (a) for in the 


Firſt Homily upon Faſting, he admoniſhes the 
Chriſtians to whom he writes, ( plainly alla a 


ding to that very Text, Mat. 6. 16, 17.) 


To Faſt with à Pleaſant \Countehance ; not 
to be Sorrowſul, but to waſh their Faces, 


« for it is Ridiculous for Chriſtians to Grieve ow 
“ gccount of the Meat that is ſubſſracted on ſucks 


% Advantapes that thereby redound ro their Souls 
44 Satiety may afford fome Pleaſure” to the 'Stos 
. much, but Faſting is the greater Gain to the 


„ Seul. Be of a Chearfil Mind and Counte- 


4 mancr, that there is afforded you, dy the Phy- 


<- ſician of Souls,” a Remedy which is efficacious, 


«:thto* God's Grace, towards the Abolition o 


* Sin. As the Worms in Children are cured by 


j 


©; Bitter Potions, and what are unpleaſant; ſo 
* Paſting (tho ſomewhat irkſome 'and difagree- 
e Able) extinguiſhes Sin; ev from the moſt 
hidden Regeſſes of the Mind. Anoint there- 


„gore thy Head, and waſh thy Face, and ſo 


. > ＋ wi * 
y . 5 * - * , 5 LT 4 - 1 
©; prepare” thy ſelf to ſolemnize a Faſt; an 
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F Zond cbſeure hy Tae aſter the manner of 


« Hypocrites. goes on, 2 of 
this Subject in a — entirely agreeable to 
aur Saviour's Precept. From whence it is evi- 
dent, that our Author has wholly are 
e Menus in this Particular, - 5 
eh a» f 

bag. ib. In the Little Treatiſe, Of Reading , 
the, Greek Fathers with Profit, he pretends, — ö 
it it enen for e ever. 10) go 10 
Law. 92 115 rg: 2 * llt 
: an. that Treatiſe, of Reading the Gentiles. Books 
with-Profit, there is not one-Syllable relating to 
de abſqlute Ilegality of going to Law. He 

— directing the Chriſtian; Youth (ho 
are apt to retain what they imbibe in their 
younger Days 5 how to read the Gentile Wri- 

ters with Profit, and gives them \Rolex ho 
to-diftinguiſh the Good from the Bad:. Some 
raf the Greek Poets (a) (ſays he) abound 
< with Rallery and Ridicule; and others . 
< ſent the 'Contentious Tempers of the Hea- 
©, thens,- and deſcribe them to be of ſuch Liti- 
« * :gious Diſpoſitions, as, for Fathers to, go to 
4 Law w their Songs, and Sons with 
* their 3 But theſe ſort of Writers (he 

<* tells them) he cannot recommend ; for by 
< ſuch. Bepreſentations, the Minds of Youths; 
1 may probably be corrupted. Some of their 
Hiſtorians he likewiſe diſcommends on the ſame | 


„ I. ons 654 wt oy Res n 
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(.) Baſil. Fand. 0g. de Legend. Ih. Gentilium, tom. i. Oper. 
DS 575. * 1 Pariſ. pag. * 
4 Account; 


(38) 


Account; but adviſes in reading of ſuch, ear 
fully to ſeparate the Good from the Bad. And 
| — ſuch as lay down Rules proper for the 

Imitation of - a Chriſtian, ought to be follow- 
ed, particularly ſuch as diſcourſe of Ver- 
tue, and produce any eminent Examples of that 
kind, eſpecially thoſe that treat of Patience 
under Afflictions; and - amongſt ſeveral other 
| Inſtances, the (a) Heathen Pericles, 
who, tho? an Adverſary, had railed at him a whole 
Day, and he made no return to his Obloquy: : 
Yet he courteouſly | vouchſafed (when it Was 
dark) to light the Railer home to his on 
FHouſe ; tor ſhew wy that the greateſt Offen- 
ces and Injuries, and the/ileſ of Treatment, 
ſhould” not force him to lay 
and Humanity, or fail in the exerciſe of his 
Vertue; hoping, by ſuch kind Uſage, to gain 
over his Adverſary ; and from an inveteratè E- 
nemy, to make Sins his Friend. Gregory” N- 


zianzen, his faithful Friend, ſpeaks thus of his 


Moral Works: (b) © When T- ſet my ſelf to 
read the Diſcourſes which he has written 
„ upon Moral Points, and the Manner of Li- 

„ ving Well, my Heart and my Soul are pu- 
rified, that they may become the Temple of 


* the Holy Spirit; they inform me, they in- 


{ mae me, Ae —_ _ uu lead e un- 


- | iy; wth 108 
* 1 13. 4 Patietid, p. . in Rs ad Opera Ba ſil. 
Edit. Fariſ. 
(b) Greg. Maxianmx. Orat. 20. in 4 : PAW 4 tom. i. Op. 
* * Edit.” Fariſ. 160 | | £) 
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Eto enen ( Wes are nat (ſays: Du Pin) 
440 think, when Gregory ſays ſuch - things, _ 
that he heighten'd the Matter as an — 4 
7 1 flatter d him:/as a Friend: What he ſa 
4 is very true, and there is no Author ire +: 
* Writings make a greater Impreſſion than thoſe 
f St. Balls, he: deſcribes Things ſo lively, 
the — —— din a — _ 


te 
* — —— to — he gives £4 
5 Jarge and fo profitable Inſtructions, 1 tis 
*anpoſlible to read his Writings, without feeb- 
ling * himſelf inſtructed and convinced of the 
Tuch: He cannot but Cancri a Love for 
85 Vertue, and Hatred or Vice. Kia Diſhamft 
lep are not void of Tho ughts, and full of 
25 Words, as, ſot the moſt part, thoſe of Orators 
4 Hare, but Elaquence — joyned wih Do- 
ctrine z they inſtruct, they —— and move 
Lat ace: His Stile is pure and fignificant z 
2 his Expreſſions are lofty 3 his Way of Wi 
ting elegant, clean, and cerfiive i Dif. 
— appear always — flowing gently, 
nd — Affectat ion: — pied 
*, fatty; he explains Tings with great Clear- 
noſug he knows how to give them ſo pro- 
<.þable a Tum, that he may be taken for 4 
« Pattern. * pet in the Judgment of the — 
Photius (5) he comes near r and the 
ableſt"Avthors'of atque 


va 1,65 1% , le” = n — 9 

Fo Du Pitt's Eccleſ. Hi of the Fo ourch ent, 7. 157: E449 n E: 
Wo! Fbotii Bibliothec. p. 317. rg 
Photius 
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Pag 24. Gregory of Nazianzum writes with- 
out much Order ; his Stile is very full of Meta- 
phors, and Incorrect, and ſometimes Harſh. 


) Monlf. Da Pin, who is a mnth greater 


Maſter of this kind of Learning, and a much 
better Writer in all other reſpects, gives a quite 
different Character of this Father: It carm't 
* be' doubted (ſays he) but this Author won 
* the Prize of uence from all the Reſt of 


* this Age 3 for he does certainly excel them : 


© The Purity of his Words, the Nobleneſs of 
4 his Expreſſions, the Ornament of his Difcourſe, 


* the Variety of his Figures, the Juſtneſs of his 


% Compariſons, the * of his Reaſonings, 
* and the Sublimity of h | 

Stile approached very near to that of 1ſocrates 
4 how lofty ſoever it be, it is natural, flowing 
* gently and pleafantly : His Periods are full 
and hold up to the end: He has an unparallel'd 
* Eaſinefs of Expreſſion, and moſt àgreeable 
* Turn of Wit,” c. And the Character our 
Author gives this Father, is taken from that Sink 
of Iniquity Monſieur Le Clerk, a ſworn Enemy 
to the Fathers, (and every thing elſe that is 
good) and to Gregory Nazianzen in particular, 


becauſe he boldly declaims againſt the Arian 


and Macedonian Hereticks, to whoſe- Opinions 


and Writings Monſieur Le Clerk ſeems to pay 


no ſmall Deference, 
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() br i Ecclef, fin. of the Fourth Century, dag-1766, 
1 Pag. 


is Thoughts: His 
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Pag. ib. Gregory, writing to Nectarius, cou'd 


not underſtand how his Holineſs and Gravity 
cou d ſuffer the Apolinariſts to meet toget ber: 
This was the manner of treating Biſhops in thoſe 
Da . . 1 x „ 4 as. 1 So qo lib 
Þ G) There are but four Epiſtles of Gregory 
Nazianzens, in the number of 232, addreſſed 
to NMectarius, ( viz. the 51ſt, 52d, 226th, and 
-227th-;z) and I cann't find (with all the Eyes 
that 1 am Maſter of) that any one of. theſe 
makes mention of the Apollinarian Hereſy, or 
treats Nectarius in the manner here mentioned. 
But ſuppoſing the Titles of Holineſs or Gravity 
had been. there, or. elſewhere given him, this 
wou'd not have proved that it was done in a 
Sarcaſtical or Jeering way, or that St. Gregory 
had treated him in a manner unbecoming a 
Biſhop ; for theſe were common Titles . amongſt 
the Fathers, the firft efpecially, as our | Author 
might have been convinced, had he been in the 
leaſt converſant in the Writings of the Fathers 
of the Fourth and Fifth Centuries. . (5) This 
Title was given by Hilarius and Evodius to 
St. Auſtin ; and yet he neither finds fault with 
the Title, or with them for giving it. Nay, 
St. Auſtin gives it in return to (e) Evodius 3 and 
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(a) Greg. Vaxiang. Op. P. 812, 913. Edit. Morelli, Pariſ. 1630. 
(% Aut. Epiſt. 88. tom. ii. Op. p. 394. Edit. Froben. Baſil. 1556. 
nctitatis cuz Graria, quæ omnibus nota eſt. eee 
e) Epiſt. 102. p. 452. Si ea quæ me magis occupant, à quibus 
in alind averti nolo, ſanctitas tua noſſe rant habet, mitte aliquem 
3 


9 
27 
113 
— 


after 


(89) 


after that, to (4) Quintianus. Neither is any 
thing more common than this Title, as thoſe 
who are verſed in this kind of Learning (in 
which our Author is a meer Novice) can very 
well atteſt ; for they were given ev'n to Hereti- 
cal Biſhops. And we are told, That (b) St. Auſtin, 
at the Conference of Carthage, makes no ſcruple 
of ſaying, the moſt holy Emeritus, and the moſt 
holy. Petthan : For tho they were Donatiſts, it 
wou'd have been an Affront, to have refuſed 
them theſe Formalities of Reſpe; Indeed, in 
a Letter (e) to Theodorus Biſhop of Hanæa, 
St. Gregory takes particular Notice of the un- 
parallel'd Impudence and Aſſurance of the Apo- 
linariſts, and tells him, That tho' it was not 
„ agreeable to his own' Weakneſs and Feeble- 
< neſs to ſuppreſs that growing Seq, yet it 
© was: very : conſiſtent with the other's great 
Skill and Abilities; and that, for the Safe- 
<« guard and Security of the Church, God had 
&; nme him with great Courage and Forti- 
e tude.” (d) Suidas tells us, That this 
«* Father was the moſt eminent Perſon of his 
„Time: That he was not only a Gramma- 
<. rian,: but Philoſopher, and moſt skilful Orator, 
* and that” He wrote in "RR of Polemox 
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000 201 b Noi ak 8 fine mea dee 7 
dubio facerer ſanctitas tua. : 
3 Fleury $ Primitive Chriſtianity, P. 234 | 
(c) Gregor. Nax ian. Ep. 88. p. 843. — — 
(d) Lexic. in Voc. Tenyoe 
(e) Hieron. "Catal. Ln. Serre _ Ops Edie” "Antuery 
7431. Hiſt. Literur. 


8 H 2 | Dr. 
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( 6a ) 
Dr. Cave ag oc; „ That 1 
2 e and ad ful of Mehr. 3 


P. 26. St. 3 amis tie ; 


eem f 
and Virginity ſo. far, that he ſeens to 
Gi, Matrimony: as. an Indecent — 
Flad our Author been more converſant in the 
Writings of this Father, he would not have 
5 hy Aſſurance - to have aſſerted any ſuch 
For in his Comment on Las 16. he 
4 a). * Thay there is a great Harmony in 
Marriage, where People are rightly joyned 
« | 0 ig In which Caſe, he compares that 
State, to a well-tuned Organ, where the Pipes 
are ſo. diſpoſed, as to make the moſt agreeable 
Concord. And ſpeaking on thoſe Words, « Gen. 
* ar Thanſore _ <: Wor an 427 —— and 


on 5 Words of Se — 1 Con y — me 
that ginat ber ( vig. his Virgin) in — 
doth. well z but he that weth. hen not in Mar- 
eee The one doth not ſin 
Pat rries, nor the, other if ſue marries 
one is a Remedy an In- 


not: Tt 
* armitpiz..n the other, there- is the: Glory: of 
7 Chaſtity. (e) 1 don't. condemn e but 
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ti Ambroſ-0p. Tam, i Tila p. 213. Flip. Bari: OE Ui: 559 
m. ib, P. 214. We De 14 Unginibys, hs Sy. bung. 3322 


t am of opinion, that the Unmarry'd State ig 
« the more eligible of the two. Let us compare 
. (if you pleaſe) the Happineſs of the two 
* States: he Marry 'd Woman may boaſt of 


her Children; but let her balance'this, with 
« the frequent Troubles they may bring upon 
« her: What might I not ſay, upon the Trou- 
«. bles ſhe. muſt » undergo in Nurſing Children, 
4 Bringing them up, and after that, in Marry ing 
them? — And ſo goes on, comparing rite 
Conveniences and Incon veniences of each State 8 


and there. is not one ſingle Paſſage in St. Ambroſe 
(tho put upon the Rack ever ſo much) that can be 
tortured to the Senſe of our Author, or make that 
good: Father call Matrimony an Pidecent Thing, 
A Writer (a) of Note; ſpeaking of the genera 
Opinion of the Fathers, upon the Subſect of 
Matrimony, ſays, That how- highly ſoever 
<..they might eſteem Continenee, yet they had 
an Eſteem for Marriage; they had honourable 
% Thoughts of it, conſidering it as am Emblem 
e of that Union which is between Chriſt and 
&. his: Church, and that Bleſſing pronounced 
* by God; upon the firſt Creation; which: nei- 
* away, that is, of Increaſing and Multiplying: 
They knew, Nd the Relation of F ane a 
* Mother was an high and honourable Cha- 
<. racer, as being the Images of God, in a 
more peculiar: manner; and co- operating witli 
Hes Primitive Christianity, 24g-75- 5 


2 


tain, 


(62) 


5 tain, by the Goſpel; that St. Peter was a Mar- 


ried Man, and Tradition (as St. Clemens Alex- 
endrinus cam it) tells the ſame of St. Phi- 
Ap, that they had both of- them Children; and 


e gave. his Daughters in ame 


1 4 


P 8 ib. He ſons reg: — That * 


the... Moles, and the Goſpel, Adultery 


| Was not — i 1 808 r 


e it was. by.aoy. poſitive. Command 


or Law of God, which is what St. Ambroſe 
obſerves e 309. The Puniſhment of a Crime 
« (lays. he,) i is from a Law, which enjoins the 
0 * Penalty ; Y; and where there is no — there 

can certainly be no Tranſgreſſion of a Law. * 
And all that, he ſays -in- Juſtification of Abra- 
han, and others under theſe Circumſtances, is 


wie That thereby, the World was Re-peo- 


| © pied. which had been made Deſolate by the 
- * late, Flood; and that Abraham did not com- 
mit the Sin of Adultery, to gratify a Laſci- 
45 vious Inclination, but to pay a Debt to Na- 
60 ture, and with a view of encreaſing his 


« Off-ipring, Gen, 19. And we do not find, 
that Abraham is anywhere: reprehended, or found” 


llt with in Haly Writ. on this Account. * 
Pg. * \The 7 eatiſe; Of Obges, i is 4 „ Bk 
which * ante 5 PIC — iets their D- 


2 — noon mmonone 
* * „ [ 


— 
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ularly 25 St. Philip, tis obſerved, © mas | 
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(83) 


[ties We ſee, ty "the nanner in which! be trtals 
hit Subject, that he deſigned to imitate Ciceros 
Offices. - But notwithſtanding” what has been ſaid 
by Lutheran Ex; who” publiſh'd this Work 
at Wirtembergh, in the 2 11698, with Jome 
Diſſertations of bis own ; if we ercept the par- 
ticular Principles of the "Goſpel, which St. Am- 
broſe hath ſcattered about in this Work, "with 
the Examples and "Paſſages of "Holy Seri Prins 
which he | ror cites, but are generally very 
11 applied; I don't flick to ſay, *That' the Co 
25 inſtnitely "below: the rial whether you conſt- 
der the Purity or Eaſineſs of the Stile, or thę Cum- 
poſition of the Work,” and the Order of the Vie, 
contained in it, or the Solidity 'of the Thoughts, 
and Tuſineſs of the Expreſſions. © | 
I find Criticks differ in their Opinions upon 
this Point: But notwithſtanding that, 1 will 
not ſtick to ſay, That Monſ. Du Pin is a more 
compleat Judge of the Writings of the Fathers, 
Sik Monſ. Barbeyrac : And of St.” Ambroſe's 
- Offices, he ſpeaks as follows, (a) The firſt Book 
66 .contain'd in the ſecond Tome of St Ambroſe's | 
* Works, is his excellent Treatiſe,” concerning 1 
the Office of Miniſters, or the Duty of Cler- 

4 gymen © He imitated in theſe three Bodks, the 
* Defign- and Method of Tyr Offices; he 
„confirms the good Maxims, which that Ekan⸗ 
ed Orator had laid down, and corrects thoſe 
„that are imperfect ; refutes tlioſe that are 


_ * falſe, and adds ſeveral an which are in- be, 


— — — — 
* „* * — — * 50 * 7 * — 


_— 


© Du Eins Eccleſ. Hiſt. of the Fourth can, pag. 2s. 
od 3 :: Kae 


x 'x TY 
I finitely more excellent, 
And of his Writings in general; 


loſty, for he proportions 
on (as St. Auſtin nes to the Things of 
& which he treats, yet it is always grave, ſe- 


e rious, and noble; it is. ſhort; ſententious, | 


4 and full of ſtrokes "of Wit. The Books that 


0 Ta took Pains about, ate very matt, 
ingenious, and 1 with Figures 


1 1 5 2 —1 Flowers of Rhetorick: His other Books, 


tho leſs poliſh d,) 


. 2 have their ſmoothneſs 
Land ſeetneſs: His 


ords are choice enough, 


| ” 4 and his Expreſſions noble 3 he diverſiſies his 
Matter with a wonderful variety of Thoughts 


and Words; he is. ingenious at finding out 
the moſt natural and agreeable Turns of 
e Wit; he. does not ral 


te ſinuates himſelf into his Mind and Heart, by 
4. ſoft and pleaſant Strains: 


e & ioyned together, in the Conduct of his Life, a 


5 2 wonderful Generoſity, and Inflexibility, with all 


ſible Prudence and Moderation; ſo he knew 


45 aw. to temper, in his Difcor rſe, the Boldneſs 


more pure, and ets 


+ iſe great Paſſions, but | 
= & he diverts-and_ inſtructs his Reader, and in- 


* ſublime 
=_ 7 @) «+. That cho the Stile of St. Ambroſe = 
ee equally 


Neither do his Dii- 


© courſes want Strength; and he urges a Thing 
=_ & * vigorouſly, - when there is Occaſion. As he 


« e, of a Biſhop, with an Air f 


3 Sweetneſs and Charity. His Works of Mo- 
| b Wee are certainly the moſt excellent of 


„and W he . much Pains 


e 
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(6) 

about. The Conduct and Policy, which he 
obſerved in the greateſt ' part of his Actions 

and Diſcourſes, diſcovers, that he had a Ge- 


* nius fit to manage Great Affairs; and tho 


* he was but moderately Learned, yet being 
* born in an Age of great Light, and having 
% a great Sharpneſs of Wit, and wonderful Fa- 
« cllity in Speaking, and labouring continually 


* in Reading the Fathers that went before him, 


* he became able to diſcharge with Honour all 


[ the Offices of his Miniſtry, and to fill up 
* the Place, that he poſſeſſed, with Credit. 


Pag. 3o. St. Jerom forbids all Oaths, with- 
out exception. | 

This Aﬀertion is far from being true: For 
tho' in one Place, (a) he ſays, To Lying and 
“ Swearing let thy Tongue be an utter Stran- 
&« ger, and have ſo great an eſteem for Truth, 


e that whatever thou ſayeſt, it may be as 


„ ſacred to thee as an Oath; for our Saviour 
4 ſaid to his Diſciples, Swear not at all 
Yet this he reſtrains only to common Conver- ** 


ſation ; for it is plain from other parts of his 


* 


Works, that he allowed the Lawfulneſs of 


Oaths, upon ſome particular Occaſions. (b) In 
an Epiſtle to St. Auſtin, tho he mentions his ha- 
ving taken an Oath, yet he does not blame him 


— 
8 es —— 


3 


(a) Hieron, Ep. 14. ad Celantiam de Inſtitutione Matris Familie. 


tom. i. Op. p. 44. Edit. Plantin. Antwerp. 1597. 
(b) Ep. 
non ſcriphiſle, P. 521. 
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tom. i. Quod autem juras te adyerſum me librum 
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(66) 1 
on that account. Nay in another (a) Place, 
he expreſly owns, that he himſelf had joy ned 
with others in taking an Oath : Which he ne- 
ver would have done, had he thought an Oath 
illegal in all Cafes whatſoever; or forbid all 
Oaths, without exception. And (b) elſewhere, 
he relates the ſolemn Oaths by which 7ohn 
Patriarch of Fernſalem, and Ruſſinus, did con- 
firm their Aſſert ions; and tho both theſe were 
his Adverſaries, and he finds ſufficient fault with _ 
them on that account for ſmall Crimes, yet 


he does not blame them for Swearing, but on- 
y for Acting inconfiſtently with their Oaths. 


Pag. ib. He forbids Chriſtians to pay Tribute 
0 Infidel Prances, | 8 | 
And for this, he quotes his Comment upon 


the 7th Chapter of St. Matthew's Goſpel : But 
as ill Luck would have it, there is not one 


Syllable in that Chapter, relating to the 205 F 1 
ment of Tribute. But we may learn his O- 


pinion in this Point, from other Paſſages of 


1 


his Works: For upon that Place of St. Matthew, 


— 


—_ 
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(a) Ad Pammachium adverſus Errores Fohan. Hieroſol. Ep. 61. 
p. 223. Edit. Plant in. Hieronimus & ii qui cum eo ſunt coram om- 
- nibus frequentiffime, & ſub juris jurandi teſtificatione ſatis ei fece- 
runt, C. Heron. id. ib. p. 224. Et ſub Jurisjurandi teſti- 
ficatione confirmat dicens: Ne ſuſpicionem quidem ſicut Deus 
teſtis eſt, perverſæ nos fidei, ſe habere monſtravit. Nolo reſpon- 
dere & arguere acriter, ne perjurii epiſeopum convincere as 
Jurar 
enim ſe Epiſtolam non ſcripſiſſe ad Afros, ſub N in qua 
confireor induttum me à judæis mendacia tranſtüliſſe, & ,mitrze 
libros eadem omnia continentes, quæ neſeiſſe ſe jurat. 
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667 - 


cap. 22. 21+ Render wnto Ceſar the things tha 
are Ceſar's: (a) © By Ceſar, ſays he, we muſt 
not ſuppoſe that our Saviour meant Auguſtus, 
* but Tiberius his Son in Law, who ſucceeded 


< him in the Roman Empire, in whoſe Reign 


| % our Lerd was crucified. - All the Roman 
* Emperours, from Julius Cæſar, who uſurped 


* the Government, were called Cæaſars. On 
which account, he orders them to render un- 
to Ceſar (who was an Infidel Prince) his due, 


that is, Cuſtom, or Tribute: And we find. 
that Chriſt paid Tribute for | himſelf and Pe- 


ter. And he ſpeaks to the ſame Purpoſe, in 


his Comment upon the 13th to the Romans, . il 


where he ſays, © That the Chriſtian Clergy - 
are not exempt from the Payment of Tri- 


e bute unto Princes. So that, with good Au- 
thority, I may venture to call upon Monfieur 
Barbeyrac, or his Tranſlator, to retra& fo di- 
rect a Falſhood, as this plainly appears to be. 


Pag. 32. This is 4 great Stain to the M 


bf the Biſhop of Hippo, ( viz. St. Auſtin,) That 


after having been for Gentleneſs and Moderation, a2 

to the Treatment he obſerved towards Hereticks, the 
Diſputes which he had with the Donatiſts ſo heated 
him, that he changed from White to Black, and 


open) maintained, That Hereticks ought to be 


erſecuted, and forced to embrace the Orthodox 
Faith, or elſe to be quite rooted out; which is 4 


very Terrible and Inhuman Opinion. * 
d — wie as „ ST © © L5SOBOP £25 4 35-497 Ee. 2% Pats 


(a) Hieron. com. in Mat. 22. tom. iii. 0p,p. 48. Edit. Plant in. 
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From whatever ſecond-hand Authority our 
Author has taken this, I may venture ſafely to 


pronounce it a Miſtake ; for there are (a) many 


Epiſtles of St. Auſtin's, where he begs the Favour | 
of the Magiſtrates, in Behalf of the Donatiſts 


convicted of horrid Violences, and ev'n of Mur- 
ders committed on the Orthodox; and exhorts 
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them to act agreeably to the great Mildneſs and 
Lenity of the Church: (b) He pleaded, That 


it would diſhonour the Sufferings of the Mur- 


dered, to put to Death the Authors of them ; 
and if they could find out no other Penalties but 


Death, they would thereby. bring Things to 


that paſs, that the Church (which delighted not 
in the Blood of her Adverſaries) wou'd not dare 


to demand Juſtice againſt them. (c) This was 


a general Rule, That the Church was never to 


ſeek the Death of any Man, They were content 


that Chriſtian Princes ſhould correct Hereticks, by 
Baniſhment, or Pecuniary Penalties, but they were 
to ſpare their Lives. Agreeable to which, we find _ 
(4) Icbacius who perſecuted the Arch-Heretick 


* 


* — — 


9 * —_— 


(a) Auguſtin. Epiſt. 158, 159, 160. 4g 718, 720, 722+ fen. ii. 
Edit. Frobenii. © ” FL 0 = Ot: 
(6) Epiſt. 158. Pœna tamen illorum, quamvis de tantis ſcele- 


ribus Confeſſorum, rogo te ut præter ſupplicium mortis fir, & 


propter conſcientiam noſtram, & propter Catholicam manſuetu- 
dinem, commendandam, ipſe enim fructus nobis pervenit confeſ- 


ſionis illorum, quia invenit Eccleſia Catholica, ubi ſuam erga atra- 


ciſſimos inimicos exhibeat lenitatem, ſoleo enim audire in poteſtate 
Jadicis mollire ſentent iam. Atque hoc de Clementia Imperatoris 


impetrare curabimus ne paſſiones ſervorum Dei, quæ debent eſſe 


in Eccleſia Glorioſæ, inimicorum ſanguine dehoneſtentur. 


* 8 Epiſt. 48. ad Vincent ium de Here ſi Ragatiand. 


Sulpicit Sever} Jacr. Hiſt, Jib. 3, p. 120. Edit. Ei. 1643 · 
= Priſcil- 


(9) 
Priſcilian to Death, condemned on that accgunt 
by the whole Church. | 


Pa St. Leo, in the o mon of Mon eur 
Du N not abound E in 125 of 
Morality. 

(a) Mon Du Pin gives a very favourable Cha- 
racter of this Father; The Stile of St. Les 
* (ſays he) is polite, and over-elegant z his 
“ Diſcourſes are made up of Periods : He has Ki 
* Rhiming Cadence of Words, which is very 
e wonderful; it is ſwelled with noble Epithets, 
* Appoſitions, ſuitable Antitheſes, and admi- 
* rable Ending of Periods; this renders i it ple:- 
00 ſant to the Ear, and ſets ſuch a Luſtre upon 
C it, as is dazling and raviſhing, It may be 
- ſaid, That the Church of Rome never had 
% more Grandour, and leſs Pride, than in this 
6 Pope's time; and yet he never carry'd him- 
„ {elf with more Humility, Wiſdom, Sweetneſs, 


a and Charity. 


Pag. 35. Gregory the Great, according to 
Monſ. Du Pin, is tedious, and ſomewhat too pro- 
lix in his Explications of Morality, and too 


ſublime in his Allegories. 

But had he given the Full of what Monſieur 
Du Pin ſays, this Father's Character would ap- 
much leſs contemptible, and in a much 

tter light: (b) © What we have ſaid of the 4 


—_ —_ 
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„ Works of St. Gregory, ſufficiently diſcovers, 
nt that he had a Genius very proper for Mora- 
1 lity 3 and that what he compoſed, was an 
. inexhauſtible Fund of Spiritual and Moral 
„ Thoughts ; he expreſſes them in a very noble 
& manner, and commonly includes them rather 
e in grave Periods, than witty Sentences : His | 
Words are not very choice, neither is his 
e Compoſure much laboured ; but it is eaſy, | 
|  Ecoherent, and always uniform: He has non 
© = thing that is very ſublime, or lively ; but 
© © what he fays, is truly folid, _ 5 


Pag. ib. What has been ſaid, is, in ny opi- 
aion, more than is nectar), to ſhew clearly, that 
 Zzhe moſt celebrated Doctors of the Church, for the 

| 70% Six Centuries, are very bad Maſters of Mo- 

9 1 2 . | 

—_ Wie bal ber ſaid, were it all true, and 

bis Quotations juſt and exact, (as I have plain- 

ly proved they are not,) is far from ſhewing, 

| That evn the Writings of theſe few Fathers 

are not ſufficiently. ſtored with Points of Mo- 

rality: But ſuppoſing that ev'n ſome of theſe 
might be erroneous in Matters of Speculation, 
and diſputable Points, in which the Learned 

of this Age are not fully agreed; or that 

ſome, few of them might be defe&ive in Points 

of Morality, (as tis plain they were not ;) 
 Qught this to redound to the Diſcredit of all 
the Fathers? Becauſe Monſ. Barbeyrac is an 

Enemy to the Fathers, and on that account 

not a little erroneous, and juſtly liable to the 

"= * h . | 23 Tenſure 


= (71) 4 
Cenſure of other Learned and Good Men z 

Ought all other Learned Men in the Foreign 
Reformed Churches, who have a juſt Regard for, 
and pay a ſuitable Deference to the Teſtino⸗ 

ny and Opinions of that glorious Army of 
Martyrs, be deemed worthy of Cenſure, on his 


account? If Monſ. Barbeyrac was the real 


Author of the Book, of which this is a Tran- 
ſlation, which I much queſtion, ſuſpecting ſome _, 
part of it to have been hammer'd in a much 
more ungodly Forge ; his traducing the Fa- 
thers, will not redound much to his Credit, 
conſidering from what vile Authors his Book 
is principally formed, ſuch as Monſ. Le Clerk, 
Monſ. Bayle, and Men of ſuch Complexions, whoſe 
Errors and Falſhoods (ev'n in this very Point) 
have been ſufficiently confuted. But ſuch Wri- 
ters neither trouble their Heads about confuted 
or exploded Opinions; for, provided they can 
impoſe them with Succeſs upon their credulous - 
Readers, they think themſelves ſufficiently re- 
compenſed for all the Trouble they are at in 
detailing of Scandal. 

Pag. 39. In order to judge of the Fathers, 
one need do little elſe, but take any Father, and 
open the Book; there are whole Books that 
are but a continued Thread of Lowneſſes heap'd 


together; as for inſtance, St. Auſtin's Comment Þ f 


upon the Pſalms. 


In order to judge either of our Author's Mo» _ 


rality, or Skill in the Fathers, one need do no 
more than open any part of this doughty Per- 
„ formance, 
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e 2 
formance; which will ſufficiently detect his. Is 
morality, and Unskilfulneſs in a Point of which 
be takes upon him (with little or no Know- 

| edge) to judge. Tis very ſhocking to conſider, 
10 what a ſtrange pitch of Aſſurance ſome Men's 
Prejudice, ill Principles or Ignorance will car- 

ry them, by making them give a poſitive Judg- 
ment upon what they don't underſtand. (2) 

Monf. Du Pin ſays, That tho' this Work of 
St. Auſtin's cann't paſs for a very good Com- 

ment upon the Pſalms ; yet it may paſs for 

* à wonderful Collection of Chriſtian and Moral 

«Notions. ” And in (6) another Place, ſpeak- 

ing of the Writings of St. Auſtin in general, he 

ſays, © That he was a Man of great Extent, 

great Exactneſs, and great Force of Mind: 

* His Reaſonings were very ſtrong: His ordinary 

* Method, was, to lay down extenſive Principles; 

* from which he draws an infinite Number 

* of Conſequences, which have great Con- 

. nexion with one another: And tho' he ad- 

s vanced ſeveral Opinions that were only pro- 

4 bable, yet he does it moderately, and with 

* much Prudence, without endeavouring to 

& oblige others to embrace his Opinions with- 4: 

cout Examination. (c) Monſ. Daille confeſſes, 
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() Du Pin's Eccleſ. Hiſt. ot the Fifth Century, pag. 178. 
(0060 — Ibid. pag. 206. | PET 
(e) Dail. de Vero Uſu Patrum, paz. 280. Edit. Genev. Auguſtin 
fateor, longe major eſt moderatio ; ubique enim ut par eſt ſum- 
mam erga divinarum Scripturarum Auctores teſtatur reverentiam, 
negue enim unquam de corum ſtilo, vel ſenſu, niſi cum ſingulari 


* That 


e 


_. admiratione loquitur. 


— 


K 


e That St. Auſtin was a Perſon of Moderation, 
* and one who always ſhews towards the Di- 


vine Writers the greateſt Reverence and Re- 


* gard, and ſpeaks of their Senſe and Stile 


* with wonderful Admiration. Nay (a) he al- 
« lows him to have been a Cautious Man, and 


free from Raſhneſs, and to be one who was 


* very deſerving of that great Eſteem, which he 


had obtained by his immortal Writings ; z to 
* which he would have added very much, 


had he been always Uniform in his Deter- 


* minations. Nay, tho' our Learned Author 
finds fault with him, for being defective in 


Points of Morality ; yet 'tis evident enough to 
every one who is converſant- in his Writings, 

that a compleat Syſtem of Morality might be 
drawn from them, by any Perſon, who had 
Abilities, _ was at Leiſure to Undertake ſuch | 


a Work. i | F 


Pag. 44. St. Cyril Patriarch of Alexandria, 
was, in the Opimon of Abbot Du Pin, an Anbi- 


tious, Violent Man. 
I cann't really think that Abbot Dr Pin de- 


ſigned him any ſuch Character; for he gives 


us an Inſtance of his Humanity 'and Good- 


Nature, and tells us, (b) © That Ne/torius Bi- 
** ſhop of Conſtantinople, knowing that St. G- 


(= P. 28 1, 282. viz. Cautus & temeritate alienus, non poſſum 
tam diſfimulate ipſum, ad ingentem illam & præclariſſimam 
ex iſtimationem quam immortalibus ingenii ſui monumentis fbi 
merito comparavit multum adjecturum fuiſſe, fi in rebus conſti- 


tuendis & decidendis, firmior, & conſtantior fuiſſet. 


©. Du Pins Eccleſ. Hiſt: of che F K Century, pag. 27. 


« ril 


n 


That he look d upon him as his Enemy, 


% and would not hold Communion with him. 


St. Cyril, for all this, wrote a very courteous 
Letter to him, which ſhews him not to be 


the Violent Man he is here repreſented. ” 


Nor does (a) Photizs give him any ſuch Cha- 
racter: He tells us, That he was a Deteſter 


* of Hereſy, and on that account vigorouſly 


* oppoſed the Hereſy of Nefforius. And (b) 
% Nicephorus calls him the Admirable St. Cy- 


* ri.” Nay, (c) Caniſius, an Editor of Saint 


Hril's Works, ſpeaks highly in his Praiſe, and 
informs us, That he was ſo ſet upon doing 
the Church of Chrift Service, That he re- 
laxed very little from his Cares; nor did he 

* indulge to himſelf the leaſt Eaſe from his 


& Labours: He did not ſtick at any Hazards, 


where he might, by his Authority, Example, 
« Writing, or Preaching, preſerve his Flock in 
% Communion with the Catholick Church; that 


© he might repreſs ſeditious and blaſphemous 
£C 


oe 


e ticks, by the Mildneſs of his Temper ; and 
« that he might, by his Counſel and Advice, 
« contribute to the freeing of the Church Ca- 
“ tholick from the many Difficulties and Dan- 
gers with which it was embaraſſed. For there 
* {ſprung up in that Age abundance of mon- 


W 


2 4 n a 8 N | 
(a) Photii Bibliothec. pag. 862. (b) Niceph. Calift. Eccleſ. 
Hiſt: lib. 14. cap. 47. pag. 546. tom. ii. Edit. Pariſ. 1630. 


(e) Caniſii Ep. Dedicat. Vol. i. Op. Cyril. Edit. Colon. 1545. 


“ri had wrote againſt him, declared openly, | 


« Opinions, or oppoſe and bring over. Here» 


_—— 
< ftrous Hereticks, who were deſirous of ſpread- 
« ing their Heretical Tares in the Church's 
<« Harveſt, Eunomus, Arius, Paulus Samoſate- 
nus, Neſtorius, Apollinaris, and Macedomus 3 

* againſt which Monſters, this Champion of 

* Chriſt exerted his utmoſt Diligence, that he 

* might conquer theſe Enemies of Chriſtianity 

* with the Sword of the Spirit. And (a) in 

another Place, he ſtiles him the moſt Eminent 
= Doctor of the Church, and the Glory of the 

'll © Biſhops of his own Time: © You will find 

* none in theſe Times who handle the Sacred 

* Writ with equal Sincerity ; who more cau- 

* tiouſly avoids ſuſpected Opinions, or ſuch as are 

4 not tenable; who, in every part of his Writings, 

* diſplays the Chriſtian Biſhop, breaths nothing 

but Mildneſs and Clemency, and mixes the 

« Authority of the Biſhop, with the Mildneſs 

« and Lenity of the Chriſtian. * Nay (6) Gen- 

nadius gives him almoſt the ſame Character, and 

ſays, © That he diſcovered all the Artifices of 

„ Neſtorius, and fully expoſed them to publick 

% View.” And after all, if I may be permitted 

te gueſs at the Reaſon why Monſ. Barbeyrac 

- treats this Father in this contemptible manner, 
it is this, Becauſe he wrote ſo admirable a De- 

| fence of the Chriſtian Religion, in Confutation of 
the horrid Blaſphemies of the Apoſtate Julian. 


= Mu 1» 4 2 AO IO" 


_—_ 4 


„— ee. 


(a) Ep. Dedic. Vol. ii. Op. (b) Gennad. Catalog. Iluſtrium 
Virorum inter Op. San#.Hijeron. tom. ix. pag. 214. Edit. Antwerp. 
In. quo omnia Neſtorii occulta panduntur, & prodita confurantur. 
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I Bibligthec, pag. 407. 
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Pag. 45. A celebraeed Pagan Philoſopheſs, 


named Hy patia, was the Victim which the Par- 
tizans of the Biſhop ſacrificed to the Manes of 
the Martyr ; ſhe was cruelly torn in pieces, be- 


cauſe; ſhe was accuſed of Incenſing the Governour 
againſt the Prelate St. Cyril, Fa 


Tho' this is part of D Pins Account, yet there 
is ſomething wanting to compleat it, and to ſet 
the Character of that Great Prelate in a true 
light. (a) Now becauſe Oreſtes the Go- 
& vernour of Alexandria (ſays he) went often 
eto ſee Hypatia, it was imagined that ſhe was 
& the Perſon; who cheriſhed him in an Averſion 
« which he had toward the Biſnop: Some of 
“ the Seditious, headed by a certain Reader, 
<% ſet upon her, as ſhe returned home, and 
* dragg'd. her through the Streets, and cut her 
in a thouſand: pieces. This Story is not only 


related by Socrates, but atteſted by Damaſeus, 
„who, in the Life of Iſdore the Philoſopher. 


« deſcribes the tragical Death of this Illuſtrious 
Woman, and accuſes: St. G yl as the Author 


* of it. But we muſt not believe that Hiſtorian : 
St. Cyril was no ways concerned in her Death; 
there were ſome ſeditious Perſons, that took 
< the Opportunity of the Diviſion between Him 


“% and Oreſes, to commit this cruel Murder. 
The Learned, Phqtius will let us into the Cha- 


racter of Dameys the Reporter of this Story : 


* —_— * —_— 


« , 
. 
EY n PETS NS, +, x but tn. 4 „ — 
' wr? 4 » = | : * 
0 + * 


(a) D Pins Eccleſ. Hiſt. of the Fifth Cent ury, pag. 70 bf Pho- 


(77) 


” * (4) As, to what relates to Religion, (ſays he) | 


« Damaſejs is highly impious, and filled his 
« Diſcorrſes with triflng Old Wives Fables 3 


« he frequently attacks the Chriſtian Religion 
« with the utmoſt Malevolence, and ſticks not to 
“ bark againſt it. (h Nay, St. CyriF's Cha- 
rater has lately been very well defended, and 


He entirely cleared from being any ways con- 


cerned in that bloody Fact, and this celebrated 
Philoſopheſs proved to have been no better than 


an infamous Proſtitute and Strumpet. 


| pag. 46. Ste how a Biſhop of the Fifth Century, 
who was perſecuted for Neſtorianiſm, ( viz. Ethe- 


rius Biſhop cf Tyana ) ſpeaks of it I paſs over 


in ſilence (ſays he) the Chains, Dungeons, Con- 
fiſcations, Marks of Infamy, Maſſacres * deſerving 


the higheſt Compaſſion ;, the Enormty of which 1s 


ſor great, that 'ev'n ſueh as have had the Miſ- 


fortune to be Witneſs of them, can ſcarce believe 


them credible : All theſe Tragedies were play d 
by the Biſhops. 5 


And granting that this Account is taken e- 


actly from Etherius, yet he calls him a Neſtorian : 


And if he really was ſo, twas no wonder if he 


falls foul upon the Orthodox Biſhops of thoſe 


Times. ( Dr. Cave tells us.“ That he was 
* a bitter Enemy to St, Cyral of Alexandria, and 
* was the principal Inſtrument in his Condem- 


_——— 


1 


(a) Hiſtory of Hypatia, by Mr, Lewis againſt TJoland, 1721. 
(Þ Suid. Lexic. in Voc. Hypat. | 
Y Hiſtor. Literar. Vol. i. pag. 329. 2 

nation, 
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(78) 
Fn mation; at the Council of Epbeſus : „ That he 
* was a particular Friend to Neftorws - And 
< tho' it is not apparent that he was of that 
E Hereſy, yet he always took his Part, when 
under Perſecution.” And Du Pin makes 

this Obſervation upon the Account which Monſ. 
Barbeyrac here gives us; (a) That it is not 
4 a late Invention; for Perſons who are not 

4 willing to forſake their Errours, to make 

* thoſe charitable Severities, which are made | 
« uſe of to Recover them, to paſs for inſup- ' 
portable Violences, and unheard of Cruelties "i 

« by aggravating them, and repreſenting them 

« in ſuch an odious manner, as is proper to 

* ſtir up lndiguation. 8 


Pag. 48. St. Irenæus, in the Opinion of Pho- 
tius, 8 corrupted, by ftrange trifling Reaſonings, 


the Simplicity and ſtrict Truth of the Opinions of ws 
the Church. 3 55 


Photius affirms no ſuch thing: (b) He tells 
us, indeed, That there are ſeveral Tracts 
handed about in Irengus's Name, in which 
<* the Truth of the Church's Opinion ſeems 1o0 
he colour'd over with fallacious Reaſonings. 
By which he ſeems plainly to intimate, that 
= theſe were not the Genuine Works of that Fa- 
ther, and of conſequence, Photius could not 
| yore: ſuch an ond of a 
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(a) Du Pin's Eccleſ. Hiſt of the Fifch . pag. 45. 
(b) Pootii Bibluoth. pag. 1 
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(79) 5 
Pag. 57. St. Cyprian, where he treats cf 
Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, is continually citing the 
Paſſages of the Old, as well as New Teſtament; 


where one meets with the Latin Word Diſciplina, 


without any regard to Circumſtances. 

And for the Proof of this, he quotes his 
2th Epiſtle; in which, I think I may take up- 

on me to affirm, That the Word Diſciplina is 
uſed but once, and that in the following man- 
ner: (a) © Since my former Letter, wherein 
& I acquainted you, my beloved Brethren, with 
* the Courſe of my Miniſtry, and with 
„my Application to the proper Buſineſs of my 
“Church, and to the Diſcipline of it, there 
« has ſtarted a freſh Incident, which I have 
* judged it expedient to communicate unto 
* you. * Which is far from ſhewing, that in 
the Epiſtle referred to, he has uſed the Word, 
without regard to Circumſtances, as our Author 
ignorantly, tho' confidently, affirms. 


Pag. 61. I am weary of tranſcribing ſo many 
Things, as they are injudicious ; there is enough 
already, to paint to the Life the Authors that 
we are irvatin{ of. es PP 1 

I think he may very well be both weary; 
and aſhamed of inſerting ſo many Falſhoods ; 
and palming them upon the World, as real 
Truths: And I have detected, I think, in this 
{ſcandalous Pamphlet, what is ſufficient to ſet 
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() Cyprian. Ep. o pag- 32. Edit. Oxon, 


forth * 4 


( 8 3 | 
forth our Author in his proper Colours, and 
plainly to prove him as Ignorant as Malicious; 
and that he has not made out one ſingle Ar- 
= Hee, of that pompous Charge drawn up againſt 
_ Them in his Title-Page. | 


28 Pag. ib. I have. drfonedl >" Exanples, 
that have been already produced, which are to 
be met with in Books that are very common. 
But if he had acted the Part of a faithful 
and generous Adverſary, he would not have 
taken Things ſo much upon Truſt; eſpecially 
from ſuch infamous Detailers of Scandal, as he 
has too much traded withal; but would have 
proved the Opinions of the F hers directly from 
their own Writings, and not from ſuch as are 
ſworn Enemies to the Fathers, and every thing 
elſe that is Good, and have, with Deſign, both 


Miſquoted and Miſapplicd them. 


=. Pag. ib. Can any one conſiſtently with Can- 
—_ dour and Sincerity, regard the Fathers, as Men 
very Judicious, and very Anowing, after all we 
axe cited from their Works 

1 Les, any one inay do ſo, who conſiders in 
x how falſe and fallacious a Manner he has done 
l it; in a way not conſiſtent with Common 
| Senſe, Common Honour, or evn Common Ho- 
gneſty: His Interpretations being entirely Diſa- 
1 and Foreign to the known Kules and 
lethods of — 


Pag. 


EY 
e ” — 8 1 


„ 
Pag. 67. After what we have fo of the 
little Care the Doctors of the Church, of the firſt 
fix Centuries, took to cultivate Morality, it would 
be ſuperfluous to run over the following Ages, in 
which Ignorance and Corruption increaſing more 
and more, arrived at length to ſuch a pitch, 
that they ſcarce left any ſpark of . good Senfe 
or Vertue, eſpecially amongſt the CT la | 
Some Part of this is ſo groſsly ſcandalous, 
that the very naming of it will be ſufficient 
to the judicious Reader, to give him a true 
Taſte of Monſ. Barbeyrac's Affection to Eccle- 
fraſticksz; in Reviling of whom, he has ſpent. 
near 70 Pages. To which the following Paſ- 
ſage of Du Pin may be reckoned a compleat An- 
ſwer, with which 1 ſhall Conclude: @) « 'The 
* Morality of the Goſpel (ſays he) 
ce as immutable as its Doctrine: But it has 
« moreover this Advantage, that tho there 
* have been abundance of Wicked and Lewd 
„ Chriſtians in the World, who lived in a 
* manner contrary to the Rules of Evangelical 
< Morality z yet there were never any Perſons 
“ found, in all Antiquity, ſo raſh as to over- 
* throw the Rules of this Morality, or to e- 
& ſtabliſh Maxims oppoſite to it. For there 
vas ſcarce ever any Diſpute in the Church, 
or any different Sentiments about the Que- 
“ ſtion of Morality : They followed the Pre- 
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(=) Du Pin's Eccleſ. Hiſt, of che Third Century, P. 204. 
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. * 4 cepts of the Golpe I, according to dhe Letter; 
and exhorted all the Faithful to (imitate the 
Life of Jeſus Chriſt, as a Model of what 
4 they were to obſerve. F ſhou'd never have 
« done, was I to heap together all the Princi- 
SR” or Heads of Morality, that were to be 
found in the Authors of the Three firſt Ages; 
= it is ſufficient to ſay, That they not only 
& carried the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity to ob- 
s ſerve the Precepts of the Decalogue, and the | 
Natural Law; but they likewiſe recommend- 
„ed to them the embracing the Perfe&ion of 
8 the Chriſtian Morality. They maintain d, That 
the moſt agreeable Sacrifice that cou d be 
4 offer'd to God, was, To give him a Contrite 
Heart; That it was neceſſary to love him a- 6. 
4 hove all Things, in order to be Juſt: \ That 
thoſe who were influenc'd only by a Prin 
ciple of Servile Fear, were not really Up- 
right ; that we ought to Die and Suffer all 
imaginable Puniſhments, rather than be guil- 
ty of any thing, that might give the World 
_ occaſion to believe that we have renounced. 
or deſpiſed the Doctrine of Jeſus Chrift : 
That we onght to love our Neighbour as our 
ſſelves, and affiſt and help him ; to wiſh to 
do Body; to render Good for Evil, and pray 
for thoſe "that perſecuted us. They exhorted 
the Faithful to give large Alms, to Viſit the 
. Poor, to Comfort the Sick, and thoſe that 
e were Impriſoned on the account of Religion: 


. 5 F They recommended to the Conſiderat ion of 
=. 0. L thoſe 
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© thoſe Chriſtians: that were Rich; and Power 


| 5 ful, to employ the Superfluity of their For- 


„ tunes in th 


indiſpenſable B z and ta 


« uſe the Worl — being wedded to it. 
« They taught them, That they were obliged; 


e not only to avoid Criminal Pleaſures; ſuch 
* as Debauchery ; or thoſe that were danger - 


8 ous, ſuch as the Publick Shows, and Comedies 3 


but alſo, all unprofitable Pleaſures, that had 


“ no other End, but the meer Entertainment 


of their Senſes; That they ought to content 


* themſelves. with what was neceſſary, with- 


cout a ſolicitous Purſuit after ſuch Things 
6 as ſerved only for Pleaſure or Luxury; That 


„ Chriſtian Women ought to be extremely 


# © Modeſt in their Garb, or Dreſs : They com- 


* manded all Perſons, of whatſoever Condition, 


C 


to be Obedient to all Emperours, Magiſtrates, 
and Secu 


Har Powers: They exhorted Wives 
* to Love their Husbands, and 7, "omg to 
« Cheriſh thir Wives; Children. ta their 
« Parents, and Parents to take Care 2 their 


* Children, and reprehend them without Bit- 
e terneſs; They admoniſhd the Faithful to 


“be Submiſſive to their Paſtors, and the Paſtors 
© to have a great deal of Charity and Zeal 
for their Flocks. In a Word, they preſgribed 


{gpl the Rules and Holy Maxims of f the Gol- 


— 


e pel, to the Obſervation of Chriſtians, and 
exhorted them to lead a Life — 6 em 
© to them. But, what is moſt to be admired, 
* this excellent Syſtew of Morality, was not 
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